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UK Expats 'vote' to reject Brexit
By John Phillips
ROME – British expatriates in the Eternal City
climaxed a debate on Brexit by voting symbolically for the UK to remain in the European
Union, accepting by majority the arguments
elucidated by the ALLSI President David Petrie,
though there was solid minority support, too,
for his opponent, Torquil Dick-Erikson, of
UKIP.
Speaking in favour of the motion: ‘This House
is in favour of Brexit’ at the Italian Insider debate held at the Foreign Press Association in
Rome on Thursday, May 26, attended by dozens of expatriates, Mr Dick-Erkison said Britain and the EU are incompatible because they
have completely different systems, going back
801 years to the Magna Carta.

David Petrie. Photo Credit: Suzanne Phillips

“In the English-speaking nations the law is a
shield,” he said, whereas in continental Europe
“it is a means by which the state imposes its
will on citizens” in the tradition of the Inquisition and the Napoleonic code that emerged
from the French Revolution.
Prof. Petrie, the head of the association of
foreign lecturers in Italy, began by noting that
“the Brexit debate has been unconvincing on
both sides” and marred by scaremongering.
He underlined the importance of the EU for
continuing peace and security and demolished
a constellation of myths about Britishness.

Torquil Dick-Erickson. Photo Credit: S.Phillips

“European history does not begin with the EU
and we gave to reflect on two world wars.”
In a world where “capitalism is in reality a
religion” and “the bank is a temple” and of nationalisms, Trumpism and globalization “Britain adrift from its European cultural siblings
will feel even smaller,” Prof. Petrie argued.
Members of the public then had their say
including a lecturer from la Sapienza, arguing
that Italy’s repeated refusal to comply repeatedly with European Court of Justice rulings
to end discrimination against foreign lecturers working in Italian universities, was not a
reason to reject the European community as
a whole. In his summing up Mr Dick-Erikson
said that once Britain left the EU British diplomats would be able to “thump the table” again
to help British citizens in trouble in European
countries. Prof. Petrie for his part said his opponent has “far, far too much faith in British
justice,” citing the examples of the Hillsborough and Bloody Sunday inquiries.
Philip Willan, who umpired the debate, called
for a final vote from the floor and the motion
was rejected with one abstention though both
the remain and leave votes were bolstered compared to the initial vote as most previously undecided participants made up their minds.
Insider View page 15

Francis greets lifeguards with dogs in Saint Peter's square. PHOTO CREDIT: ERIC VANDEVILLE

UN pensions czar battles payments crisis
FROM Jan Filipowicz

Employees at the United Arab Emirates Embassy in Rome are sueing Ambassador Saqer
Naser Alraisi (right with FAO Director General José Graziano da Silva). Report: pg 9

ROME – Embattled UN pension
fund CEO Sergio Azivù flew into the
Eternal City this month to reassure
retired staffers owed up to eight
months in pension arrears they will
be paid soon, UN sources said.
Arzivu, a Mexican, set off a storm
last year after trade unions discovered that he tried to revise the
Memorandum of Understanding defining the fund’s relationship to the
UN. The unions said the real goal of
the proposed revision was to allow
the central American honcho to take
control of the fund’s massive investments. A source at the UN Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO) told
the Italian Insider that the pension
supremo “tried to get Gina Casar,
his university classmate, to become

the Special Representative of the UN
Secretary General, at ADG level, on
the Pension Fund, in conjunction
with Susan Malcorra, now serving as
Argentine Foreign Minister but then
Chef de Cabinet to Ban Ki Moon.”
“Word got out that the Mexicans
and Argentines were pushing for the
Pension Fund to invest in Mexican
bonds that had been classified as junk
by Moody’s.”
“The result was that Casar did not
get the Pension Fund job, but became
the Number 2 person at UNDP, under
Helen Clark. She is now undermining
Clark in her bid to become Secretary
General,” the source said. Staff at the
fund’s investment side, the Investment Management Division, alleged
fraud and conflict of interest by Arzivù, later documented in the US and
Swiss press. An investigation into

him is still ongoing. Ian Richards,
president of the Coordinating committee of international staff unions
and associations, UNOG, said the
backlog of pension payments on
current trends will take as long as 14
months to clear.
An observer said: “It’s not the
well-heeled D2 retired bureaucrats
in leafy Westchester County or in
their villa overlooking Lake Geneva
that necessarily have the problem,
but the far more numerous little
retired driver or tally clerk in Timbuktu or Goma or Peshawar who is
probably supporting the entire village on his income.”
“And he has to deal with a New
York bureaucracy to get his money
late? By the time that gets sorted
out, half the village has died of starvation.”
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Eternal City proves evergreen paradise for spies IN BR IEF
Gay Village
security hike

By Philip Willan
ROME - When a Portuguese spy
pushed an envelope containing top
secret NATO documents across
a table towards his Russian handler recently, he confirmed Vladimir Putin’s voracious appetite for
western secrets and the enduring
appeal of Rome as an espionage
hub.
Frederico Carvalhao Gil was arrested in May as he allegedly attempted to sell secrets concerning
NATO military bases, defence systems and communications infrastructures to an officer of Russia’s
SVR foreign intelligence service,
who was arrested with him.
The clandestine transaction took
place in the Number One Caffè,
a modest bar on the unfashionable fringes of the Trastevere entertainment district, in the late
morning of Saturday May 21.
A senior officer in Portugal’s
Secret Intelligence Service, the
57-year-old Mr Carvalhao had
been suspected of being a mole
for some time and was followed to
Rome by counterintelligence colleagues when he caught a low cost
flight to Ciampino Airport a day
earlier.
On the Saturday he took a tortuous route from a hotel in the central Esquilino district, changing
direction and popping in and out
of shops to try and throw off his
watchers, to his appointment on
the Viale Trastevere.

Portuguese spy Frederico Carvalho Gil in Kiev. PHOTO CREDIT: Expresso

able when asked about the incident
and said they knew nothing about
it. But a Chinese shopkeeper and a
woman working in a nearby pizza
parlour remembered the commotion. “We thought they were making a film,” the woman said.
The importance of Mr Carvalhao’s information was underlined
by the price paid and the fact the
Russians used an “illegal”, an intelligence officer operating without
diplomatic cover, and thus vulnerable to arrest when things went
wrong. The alleged SVR agent has
been identified as Sergey Nicolaevich Pozdnyakov, who has been re-

It is believed he may have fallen
for a secret service honey-trap operation following his divorce.
Mr Carvalhao’s Facebook page —
an unusual appurtenance for a spy
— reveals his eclectic tastes. There
are photos of Russian churches,
Georgian landscapes, and a quote
from the Roman philosopher Boethius’ “Discourse on voluntary
servitude.” There are also indications of his professional interests:
a Youtube link to a video entitled
“60 minutes shows how easily your
phone can be hacked” and photographs from a conference on cybercrime.

The Number One Caffè in Trastevere, where the arrests took place. Photo Credit: PHILIP WILLAN

Around eight plainclothes policemen moved in as soon as the transaction had taken place, the secret
documents reportedly fetching a
price of 10,000 euros. Mr Carvalhao was extradited to Portugal,
where he faces charges of espionage and corruption, at the beginning of June.
He reportedly came under suspicion in November 2015 after a
western intellligence agency photographed him meeting with his
alleged handler in Slovenia.
The Portuguese agent denies selling secrets and has told investigators the cash transaction related to
a clandestine export of olive oil, in
violation of the western embargo
on trade with Russia, according to
Expresso, a Portuguese magazine.
Two young women working in the
Number One looked uncomfort-

sisting Portuguese efforts to have
him extradited.
“Illegals are used to handle
high-value agents… who are often
known to the local security service,
which watches their movements
closely,” John Schindler, an American security expert, wrote in an
online publication.
An intellectual, philosopher and
freemason, Mr Carvalhao is believed to have had access to important NATO secrets because of
his role as a divisional chief within
the Portuguese service, which has
been part of the Atlantic Alliance
since its foundation.
The Portuguese investigation,
codenamed “Operation Top Secret”, is trying to determine whether the unfaithful spy also sold the
identies of western agents working
against Russia.

The fact his arrest was made public has been seen as an indication
of western exasperation at the
intensity of Russian intelligence
activities. “This kind of operation
is usually very secret and doesn’t
normally come into the open,” said
Luigi Germani, the head of an Italian think tank. “One hypothesis
is that the Portuguese and other western countries are saying:
enough is enough.”
Rome was a busy crossroads for
spies during the Cold War, when
Italy’s geographic position and political divisions drew the attention
of many of the world’s leading intelligence services.
The presence of the Vatican, an
influential player in the battle for
hearts and minds, was an added
attraction for the spooks.
Vitaly Yurchenko, a senior KGB

officer who defected to the US in
the 1980s, disappeared while in
Rome, reportedly throwing off potential followers during a visit to
the Vatican Museum, which had
the advantage of being in another
country.
What went on inside the Vatican was also of intense interest
to espionage organisations. Felix
Morlion, a Belgian Dominican, reported on Vatican goings-on for
the CIA over many years, while
the rival KGB scooped up secrets
by planting an electronic bug in a
statue of the Madonna of Fatima.
The listening statue had pride of
place in the dining-room of Cardinal Agostino Casaroli, for many
years the Vatican official responsible for the church’s ostpolitik.
Lavishly furnished with international organisations and a double
dose of embassies – to the Vatican
as well as to the Italian Republic
-- Rome was a stamping ground
for Aldrich Ames, one of the CIA’s
most damaging traitors, and for
Britain’s John Cairncross, after his
identification as the “fifth man” in
the KGB’s notorious Cambridge
spy ring. While Ames was still
busy selling secrets while in Rome,
Cairncross was purportedly retired from espionage, enjoying his
immunity from prosecution, and
working at the Food and Agriculture Organisation.
“Italy was politically aligned with
the west, but the influence of the
Communist Party and politicians
like the Socialist leader Pietro
Nenni, who was awarded the Stalin
Prize for Peace, meant the country
sometimes oscillated between the
two sides,” said Ferdinando Imposimato, a magistrate who investigated the shooting of Pope John
Paul II.
“The same applies today with the
war against ISIS. Italy is geographically exposed and tries to pose as
a non-belligerent. Numerous intelligence services have an enormous
interest in influencing our policies,” he said.
His view was echoed by Salvatore
Sechi, a history professor from
Bologna University. “Rome has
practically replaced Vienna as the
location for international talks,”
he said. “At this point it is the capital of corruption and international
illegality.”
One of Mr Carvalhao’s Facebook
posts shows a photo of Boris Johnson campaigning for Brexit, and
the comment: “The eternal problem is that no ideal of loyalty exists that is capable of sustaining
the unity of Europe.”
The reflection takes on an ironic,
prophetic quality in the light of its
author’s fate.

ROME - The Rome LGBT summer
festival raised security following
the Orlando massacre. A metal
detector will be installed at the
entrance and searches conducted,
confirms Vladimir Luxuria.
“We will definitely not be closing
Gay Village as that would be allowing those who want us to live in
fear to win,” she said, adding that
the festival will be “rational and
responsible,” with importance on
safety. Luxuria, the first transgender MP in Europe, said Omar Mateen’s “violent reaction to two men
kissing was due to wanting to kill
the hidden gay within himself.” She
expressed her wish that those who
sent messages of solidarity such as
‘Je suis Charlie’ do so again, writing
‘I am Gay’, to give “a clear resistance
message to homophobes around
the world.”

Street collapse
in Florence

FLORENCE - A chasm of around
200 by seven metres opened on
Lungarno Torrigiani, between Ponte Vecchio and Ponte alle Grazie in
Florence’s centre on May 25. About
20 parked cars fell into its depths.
Two water mains breakages
caused the event, the more serious
concerns the aqueduct on the Arno
river’s left bank, the main Oltrarno
pipeline. After the first more minor
pipeline burst, around midnight
and causing a manhole cover to be
thrown off, the embankment was
closed and Publiacqua, who manage
the aqueduct, were warned. Mayor
of Florence Dario Nardella said, “No
injuries, only damage: heavy damage. It’s a very serious chasm.”

Foreign ministry
official found dead
in Caracas

ROME - The body of 63-year-old
Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
official, Mauro Monciatti, serving
in Venezuela, was discovered in his
home. Cause of death is unknown
though it is assured the Italian
ambassador to Caracas is working
closely with local authorities trying
to shed light on events.
A source from CICPC, and cited
by EFE, said Monciatti was killed
with a blunt object to the head and
police are considering murder, with
alleged knife wounds to his arms.
There is currently no official confirmation. Local media reports no
sign of forced entry with possible
death on June 4 night.

Leopardi’s
house lashed by
the elements

RECANATI - The priceless library
and frescoes have been seriously
damaged by storms in the Marche.
The late Italian poet’s house was
battered with strong winds, rain
and hail on June 5.
A relative to the poet, Count Vanni Leopardi confirmed, “the deluge
flooded a terrace between the roofs
and water seeped through to the
main and first floors, causing damage to the tempera,” showing its
vulnerability and the importance of
protection to stand the test of nature and time. Next is to “install an
action plan for the preservation of
the library that contains a number
of priceless treasures.” The extreme
weather also had severe implications on Chiarino, where five people had to be rescued from floods.
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Regeni parents decry Cambridge silence
By DIDO TETLEY
ROME – Giulio Regeni’s parents have
appealed to Maha Abdelrahman, the
Cambridge don of Egyptian origin
responsible for Giulio Regeni’s thesis, to break silence and collaborate
with Italian investigators to help determine the truth behind the murder
of the Cambridge student.
Ms Abdelrahman earlier this
month publicly declared “I won’t give
a formal statement to the Italian authorities” following the trip to England of Italian investigators carrying an international letter rogatory,
police officials have reported.
Judge Sergio Colaicco, a member
of the Italian investigatory team
dealing with this case, was thus rebuffed by Abdelrahman in his efforts
to shed light on this tragic story,
rendering their trip to England all
but fruitless. This confirms the Cambridge professor’s decision to follow
the University’s legal advice to stay
silent and comes as a blunt rejection
to the mother of the late student’s
pleas, for those involved “to whom
we unquestionably entrusted Giulio,
to have courage to overcome this
moral apathy” to obtain justice for
her son.
This latest stance of Abdelrahman,
in which she refuses to even give a
comment, marks a stark contrast
from her initial reaction, where she,
as part of a group of academics publically confirmed their “shock and

Maha Abdelrahman. Photo credit: University of Cambridge

grief” and openly “invited the Egyptian authorities to search for the culprits,” observers said.
Italian magistrates following the
story say that in order to get to the
bottom of the case, it is necessary
to look in detail at every aspect of
the project that Regeni undertook,
right from the start. The method of
research that was chosen to investigate the Egyptian independent
trade unions, was PAR (Participatory action research): one that implies
direct participation with the internal running of the organisations,
thus improved clarity and accuracy,
but one which, in a country such as
Egypt where every activity is rigidly
controlled by the political regime,
greatly augments the likelihood of
exposure.
A plethora of queries arise surrounding this approach to research
in such a politically unstable country: When was it decided that Regeni
would conduct his research under
the auspices of PAR? Who proposed
this method of research? Had they
fully evaluated the level of danger?
And above all, who were the contacts
given to Regeni, both academic and
those within the trade unions? It
was in an effort to answer questions
of responsibility surrounding this
choice of methodology, that the Italian investigators came to Cambridge,
but as yet their efforts have been rewarded with silence.
Ms Abdelrahman, who relocated to
England from Egypt to become a professor specialising in DPhil studies of
the Middle East and North Africa in
the Department of POLIS (Politics
and International Relations) at the
University of Cambridge, is allegedly in opposition to the Abd Fattah al
Sisi regime. She attended the funeral ceremony of Giulio Regeni, where
she listened to his parents’ pleas for
justice and solidarity, before a few
hours later, choosing to keep silent.
This has lead to allegations that her
decisions might be motivated by fear
of the regime as well as the possibility of being sued for negligence.
Members of the Regeni family and
close friends of Giulio, have been

angered by the lack of support provided to the masters student, and
by the fundamental lack of foresight
that evidently led to his death. The
academics at Cambridge and at the
American University of Cairo, where
Regeni was under the wing of supervisor Rabab El Mahdi, “should both
have been well aware of the realities
of the danger surrounding the independent trade unions in Egypt” the
Espresso magazine writes.
These organisations, considered
the “enemies of power” by the Al Sisi
government, run enormous risks
given the ruling of official documents
of any “attempts to destabilise the
regime to be opposed”, calling in to
question the responsibility of those
supervising Regeni’s studies. Efforts
to resolve the case surrounding Re-

geni’s murder appear to be advancing
at an equally slow pace in Egypt with
inconclusive results. Investigators in
Rome received testimonies of a reported interrogation of eight people;
one of whom was said to be Regeni’s
flat-mate, the other seven claimed
acquaintances of the five presumed
bandits killed in a shoot-out.
However the accounts are vague
and reportedly of dubious reliability, with the statements having been
hand-written in Arabic, proving difficult to decipher. Also sent, was a note
summarising the finding of Regeni’s
identity card at the bandits’ house
by the Egyptian police, the doctors’
autopsy report of the bandits found
dead and a printout of telephone recordings. However this information
is allegedly incomplete: the Egyptian

Regeni parents and lawyer hold banner demanding truth. Photo credit: Remo Casilli

authorities reportedly only deciding to enclose the autopsy report of
three of the five found dead and the
telephone recording only shows that
of the month of March.
This partial collaboration coupled with the impregnable silence
of those at the University of Cambridge, leaves the truth still very
far from being reached, with the
enforced temporary suspension of
the political initiative of the Italian
government.
It appears that for the time being,
there is little more that the family
and friends of Giulio Regeni can do
but wait and hope that those who
have the ability to offer elucidation
on this tragic case, find the “courage
to regain the moral and ethical dimensions” of this quest for truth.
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India cancels Finmeccanica deals after marine’s return
By Insider Newsdesk
ROME - Italy will lose as much 2
billion worth of orders for Finmeccanica defence equipment with India
after the Indian government placed
state-run industrial concern ENI on
the black list in apparent retaliation
for selling helicopters to Pakistan,
diplomatic sources said on May 31.
Indian Defence Minister Manohar
Parrikar told the PTI agency that
“the Black list procedure already has
started," meaning that only existing
maintenance contracts with Finmeccanica will be continued, the sources
said.
Some Italian commentators saw
the move as an expression of sour
grapes after New Delhi was forced by
an Indian Supreme Court decision to
allow the return to Italy of Salvatore
Girone, one of two Italian marines

accused of shooting and killing two
Indian fishermen in an incident that
sparked off a long-running, complex
dispute.
However the sources said the draconian cancellation of Italian defence
deals was prompted by Finmeccanica
announcing a week before that it had
reached a deal to sell Augusta Westland AW139 choppers to Islamabad,
theoretically for search and rescue
purposes though with nothing preventing them being armed subsequently for military use.
Deals with Finmeccanica that are
being cancelled by India include accords for the supply of Black Shark
missiles for Indian submarines, for
Selex radar systems for Indian aircraft carriers and for naval guns for
Indian frigates.
ENI share prices plunged on the
Milan stock exchange on May 30.

EIB's 7 billion
Puglia investment
By Gianfranco Nitti

AgustaWestland AW-139 Helicopter. Photo Credit: Oleg V. Belyakov

Chinese Suning score with Inter Milan buy-out
By Corinna Harrison
ROME - The Chinese company Suning Commerce Group Ltd has bought
the majority of Italian football club
Inter Milan. In a press conference in
Nanchino to reveal the transfer of the
‘nerazzurro’ [black-blue] club to the
company, Suning President, Zhang
Jindong, has said that, “Suning will
own 68.55 percent of Inter. It’s our
first operation in Italy.”
He continued, “Buying Inter is part
of Suning’s strategy for becoming
leaders in the sporting world. In the
next five years we want to be one of
the biggest societies and make this
club even stronger. We’ll make Inter
stronger and more magnificent. In
the Moratti era so many legendary
players have arrived and we want to
follow his idea. We want to reconstruct the glorious story of the past.”
Inter President Erick Thohir added,
“Together we can carry this great club
to the apex of European football. We
thank Moratti for the important role

in Inter, but also for the help from
when I became president and for having supported this partnership with
Suning and Zhang.”
In a note on their official site Inter
has confirmed Moratti’s exit, and the
continuing charge of Thohir with the
presidency; “International Sports
Capital will be the sole minority
shareholder, with Erick Thohir continuing to drive the club as president.
International Holding will no longer
be shareholders, with Massimo Moratti leaving the club.”
Suning, who have valued Inter at
around 750 million euros, see this
as an investment project, with China aiming to join the football world
cup by 2030. Before this date the
Chinese government want to train
50 million young players through
the construction of 20,000 football
schools, 70,000 pitches and making
‘ballsports’ a school subject.
The change will come as something
of a relief to Thohir, leaving the club
finally debt free and liberated from

the bonds imposed by Financial Fair
Play. Whilst Thohir remains chairman experts predict that his upcoming departure from the scene is a foregone conclusion, in the same way as

Moratti. There’s speculation that the
current key players will be replaced by
a new management, with the first rumours suggesting CEO Bolingbroke’s
imminent departure.

ROME – Research shows that the majority of products claiming to be of
“Italian wool” are in fact wool from
foreign sheep farms, which do not
conform to ethical standards of animal treatment, officials from an animal rights group report. PETA (People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals)
have launched a campaign to raise
awareness of the unethical treatment
of sheep in countries such as Chilli,
which often, unbeknownst to the consumer, are the providers of the majority of “Italian” wool. The organisation
has published videos and images on
line of the shocking treatment that
the animals have to undergo, including gruesome footage of workers slitting the throats of the sheep and leav-

ing them to die slowly, and physically
abusing the animals with kicks before
skinning them alive.
The shocking revelations of the all too
common animal treatment in these
large farms which provide the bulk of
wool to clothing and accessory manufacturers across the globe, have caused
an immediate response in the USA,
where Brooks Brothers, a well known
clothing company, have decided to
stop importing wool from these suppliers. PETA, which has written as part
of it’s motto “animals are not ours for
use in clothing”, have reported that
as little as one percent of wool worldwide comes from sheep that have been
raised and sheared in Italy. Instead the
organisation claims that the true origin of so-called “Italian wool” is more
often than not, from countries such

Protestors in Indianapolis. Photo credit:credit Marcus Collins

ROME - The European Investment
Bank (EIB) is supporting Apulia’s
EUR 7.1 billion Regional Operational Programme (ROP) 20142020 with a EUR 450 million loan,
of which an initial tranche of EUR
150 million was recently signed in
Rome. The ROP, the framework for
regional investment co-financed
by the European Union, provides
for the project implementation
throughout Apulia (environment,
waste, transport, mobility, employment, infrastructure, technical assistance, etc.).
Specifically, 50 percent (EUR 3.56
billion) of the Apulia's ROP will be
financed by EU funds, 35 percent
by the Italian government (EUR
2.5 billion) and 15 percent by the
region itself (just over EUR 1 billion). The EIB will provide EUR 450
million towards this last amount,
covering more than 40 percent of
their requirements, helping to activate the entire programme (the EU
will only contribute its share when
the region releases its funds).
The funding provided by the EU
bank will focus on priority projects: R&D, I.T., SME support, sustainable energy, climate change,
environment and nature conservation, transport infrastructure,
improving training and access
to employment, social inclusion,
education, institutional capacity
building and sustainable urban
development. To begin, emphasis
will be placed on environmental
issues and tendering procedures.

ALA expands global
presence with
STAG takeover
Massimo Moratti, Zhang Jindong and Eric Thohir. Photo Credit: Inter Milan

“Luxury Italian wool” not as ethical as presumed
Dido Tetley

IN BR IEF

Sheep sheering in Lesotho, Africa. Photo credit: Tyler Mesman

as Chilli, which exports at least 30
percent of the wool that it produces
to Italy. The director of PETA, Mimi
Bekhechi underlined the gravity of the
misconception saying “When a product claims to be “luxury” Italian wool,
the sheep that are mutilated, beaten-up and cut in to pieces, one in front
of another, are the ones that are paying
the highest price”. Those heading this
awareness campaign within the organisation, ask the consumer “to spare a
thought of the sheep, which are being
abused all over the world, by making
the choice to wear clothing that does

not derive from animal sources.” In
less than two years, thanks to PETA’s
creation and distribution of six videos
to 39 organisations worldwide, the
unethical treatment of these sheep,
has been brought to the forefront of
people’s attention across three continents. Those directing the campaign
hope that the shocking nature of the
published material will continue to
create an ever-larger impact on the
consumer, resulting in a significant
reduction and eventual elimination of
this ethically unacceptable treatment
of sheep.

NAPLES - The Italian specialist in
distribution, Advanced Logistics
for Aerospace (ALA), announced
on Thursday that they have signed
an agreement to acquire UK based
STAG Group, including the companies over which it has control.
These include Spectech UK, France
and US, and Aircraft Components
& Equipment Supplies. As an international distributor and supply
chain service provider for the aerospace industry, STAG has its core
presence in France and the UK.
In a press release ALA confirmed
that the transaction “is subject
to customary closing conditions
which are expected to be completed by the end of May.” With ALA’s
view to expansion within Europe
and the development of its US
market, the STAG Group acquisition fits to place ALA in the top
five worldwide players as a leading
distribution and supply chain service provider.
Roberto Scaramella, ALA’s CEO
has said, “We are working hard on
building a truly successful multinational company to better serve
our global customers.” He added
that this deal, “represents a key
step along this path, giving us
the opportunity to accelerate our
growth and establish our leadership in the distribution and supply
chain services sector.”
STAG’s outgoing chairman, Colin
Davis, added: “We are delighted
to close this transaction with ALA
and offer an even brighter future
to all our stakeholders. I will personally continue to cooperate with
ALA throughout the transition
phase to ensure business continuity.”
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Alitalia set to take-off after unveiling new uniforms Italy, UAE
FROM Corinna
Harrison
ROME - Alitalia unveiled its new
set of uniforms, which form part of
major reforms that are putting the
national carrier airline back in the
game after near collapse in 2014.
Along with their new focus on press,
communications and marketing, including a video with the well-known
Italian song “Volare” performed by
Malika Ayane and the slogan “Vivi,
Ama, Vola” [Live, Love, Fly], Alitalia
were keen to impress their new customer focus and their desire for close
links with Italy itself, promoting the
“Made in Italy” label with their own
twist to become “Made of Italy.”
Italian designer Ettore Bilotta conceived the new uniforms, with each
component coming from various
regions across Italy, such as Italian leather handbags and gloves, as
well as the famous Marches shoes.
Female cabin crew staff will be
dressed in a 50s style outfit of wine
red, whilst the male staff, pilots and
ground staff will be decked in olive
green and grey to represent two of
Italy’s most famous exports.
As Vice-President James Hogan put
it, “When you board an Alitalia flight
you should feel as though you’ve already entered Italy, wherever you are
in the world.”
According to president Luca di
Montezemolo the choice not to team
up with a big name Italian fashion
brand was because they “wanted to
keep the Alitalia brand, and not detract from this.” Having said this
they have already partnered up with
some big Italian brands, such as Lavazza, to offer “clearly good Italian
food” with “regional cuisine and
wine.” Their new airport lounges will
also be equipped with a live kitchen,
top class chefs and wood-fired pizza
ovens.
For the female uniforms Bilotta
said that he wished to “evoke the
elegance of a time, where life is emphasised by transmitting a strongly
feminine ideal, which adds elegance
to the necessary practicalities and
versatility.” For the male uniform
on the other hand he wanted to “add
a touch of ‘dandy’: with the double-breasted waistcoat.”
“I wanted to confer the expression
of the purest Italian style to the project, imagining that Italy could be a
dream for everyone and that a flight
with Alitalia would be like being in
an elegant parlour,” he explained.
Throughout the event emphasis was

placed on Alitalia’s desire to become
a more global airline, as is shown
through the €20,000 invested in
their global campaign and through
their links within the Etihad group
and their new direct flights from
Rome: to Santiago, which opened on
May 1, to Mexico City, which opened
on June 16, and to Beijing, which is
set to open on July 18. Their empha-

sis is on attracting the home market
and on the need for Italy to promote
tourism throughout the world, and
Alitalia’s possibility to promote Italy
across the globe.
With this in mind, the biggest
news after the unveiling of the new
uniforms was their revelation that
they were on target to reach their
goal of “profitability” by 2017, with

Cabin Crew, Ground Staff and Pilots model the new uniforms. Photo Credit: ALITALIA

4,400 flights planned per week for
this summer and a view to expand
further.
All in all, Alitalia will be an airline
to watch over the coming year as
they compete with many other European “low-cost” flights to try and
break into the global market, and
with their elegant new look it is easy
to believe that they just might do so.

boost ties
By Corinna Harrison

ROME - Italy and the United Arab
Emirates have renewed their links with
a large number of joint projects set for
2016-2017. They have around 30 collaboration projects, which focus particularly in the fields of economy and
culture, and are being overseen by the
Italy-Arab Emirates Association.
Francesco Rutelli, the former Italian
Vice-President, Minister for Culture
and Rome Mayor, is overseeing the
projects for the Italian side and finished a recent trip to the Gulf country
with the first of their joint meetings.
The president of the Emirates board
is S. E. Homaid al Shemmeri, the CEO
of Mubadala Aerospace, Engineering
and Energy, who also owns the entirety of Piaggio Aereo, the multinational
aerospace manufacturing company
based in Genoa, is heading the Arab
delegation. Together with him are 19
high-level representatives of the principal economic, production and social
organisations of the country.
In 2015 the commercial trade agreement between Italy and the UAE totalled a record seven billion euros, with
Italian exports breaking their quota
of six billion. “Yet we can still do so
much more,” says Rutelli. “I’ve come
across huge possibilities of collaboration for investment between the two
countries and for cooperation in the
cultural field. There is an opportunity
to reinforce the interest seen for the
Milan 2015 Expo experience, with the
view to Dubai 2020. To begin with, in
fact, the Emirates have set in motion a
policy of diversification from their oil
based economy, an example which has
then been followed by various other
countries in the region.”
Rutelli has had a series of meetings
with representatives from investment
funds, the Emirate airline, Dubai port,
economic organisations in the energy
and sustainability sectors, and with
the centre of studies for security. Finally he met with tourism managers,
as this is a large area in which Italy
and the United Arab Emirates hope
to build links. He elaborated by saying, “Last year 300,000 Italians visited
the Emirates, but we need to reinforce
our offering, to recall the classes who
are best-off from this and other countries in the region. Also, like this we
build a stable meeting of civilisations,
marginalising extremists, rejecting
liquidator slogans about Islam, and
valuing the wish for a balance, which
is strong amongst the more advances
Gulf States.”
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FAO must widen brief to tackle migration, Graziano says
By Jan Filipowicz
ROME – FAO Director General Jose
Graziano da Silva surprised donors
this week by disclosing that he intends to widen the brief of the famine-fighting UN agency to include
migration, an area that is not part of
its mandate.
Speaking at the plenary session of
an FAO Council meeting being held
at the Rome headquarters of the
troubled agency until Friday, Dr Gra-

ziano said he wanted guidance from
the governing bodies on how to expand the FAO’s role into the area normally dealt with by the International
Organisation for Migration (IOM).
“The third issue on which I need
your guidance is migration, which is
related to our efforts to promoterural
development and contribute to the
eradication of hunger and extreme
poverty in rural areas,” the Brazilian
agronomist said, “as you all know,
the UN Secretary-General called for a

high-level meeting in New York next
September and invited FAO to participate.”
“When we set our priorities three
years ago, migration was not seen at
that time as a priority for our Work,”
he continued, “Can I say in New York
that the FAO Council asked for a revision of our PWB to include migration as a priority? Would the Council
agree to ask Members to commit to
increasing voluntary contributions
in this new area to be included in the

PWB?” Dr Graziano added that “We
will also explore synergies with the
International Organization for Migration (IOM) to avoid duplication. I
have recently agreed with the Director-General of IOM to strengthen the
collaboration between the two organizations, to build on respective areas
of comparative advantage and to promote join action at country level.”
An observer commented that “apparently, the DG is getting too big for
his britches, and has told the Govern-

ing Bodies that he wishes to address
the question of migration (not part
of FAO's mandate) at the Security
Council.”
The DG made his remarks after
Brazilian media disclosed that he
is expected to give his homeland a
‘discount’ worth dlrs 3 million on its
annual dues to the FAO to help the
cash-strapped Latin American country cope with its mountain of debt to
international organisations.

Graziano awards Brazil 3 million dollar ‘discount’ at FAO
thorized to be used by the government to repay the debt is only 250
BRASILIA - FAO Director General million real, less than 10 percent of
José Graziano da Silva has indi- the shortfall, according to Veja.
“With the FAO, the amount to be
cated he will give cash-strapped
Brazil a 25 percent discount on paid for the year is 40 million reals
its annual contribution to the UN (dlrs 11 million),” Veja said, “but
agency worth some dlrs 3 million because the body is controlled by
to help his homeland cope with a a Brazilian and former minister of
mountain of debt to international the Lula government, José Graziorganisations, according to reports ano, the forecast in the budget is
in Brazilian newspaper Veja and resource estimated at 30 million
reais (dlrs 8 million) to be sent to
other media.
Brazil is struggling to deal with the authority in Rome.”
It was unclear whether the disdebt to international organizations
of more than dlrs 800 million (3.2 count for Brazil has been approved
billion reais), an unprecedented by other major donors to the Romevolume, which puts at risk the based hunger-fighting organisacountry's participation in decision- tion, however.
If some of the debts are not paid
making. In the budget this year,
however, the forecast is that there Brazil could lose its right to vote
are only 83.7 million dollars for in some organisations and may
these payments and joining values even lose the slot it has held since
still 2014 and 2015, the total au- 1945 as the country giving the first

By Insider Newsdesk

speech at the UN general assembly,
Veja added.
The debts are to about 120 entities or international initiatives,
including the UN, WHO, scientific
organizations, peacekeepers, courts
and regional organizations.
The debt figure is worth the equivalent, for example, the entire budget of the Foreign Ministry for its
annual cost, including salaries, the
residences of diplomats and costs
of embassies and consulates around
the world, as well as cultural and
trade promotion activities.
One of the largest debts Brazil has
is with the United Nations, valued
at 1.3 billion reais, including contributions from Brazil to peace missions. The deficit has continued to
grow since the end of 2014. At that
time, it was 190 million dollars.
By August last year, the hole had
reached 285 million dollars.

In August last year, the Brazilian Ministry of Planning indicated
that it intended to "rectify as soon
as possible the payment of the
amount due" and at meetings in
New York, the foreign ministry told
those responsible for the accounting of the UN that the government
had to prioritise paying off debts, as
a demonstration of its commitment
to multilateralism. Since 2014,
however, only a few deposits were
made.
Today, Brazil has the second largest sum debt of any country to the
UN, surpassed only by the $ 2.1 billion of US government debt with
the UN. The US, however, pay ten
times more than Brazil to the entity
budget and its decision to withhold
resources has political objectives.
Brazilian debt to the World Health
Organization is 50 million reais in
2016, just at the moment that Bra-

zil needs the help the body to fight
the zika virus.
In February, the government established an Inter-ministerial Commission on Participation in International Organizations (Cipoi), in
order to study a way to keep Brazil's participation in the entities,
pay what was possible, renegotiate
debts and put together a plan to
gradually remedy the shortfall.
"The Interministerial Commission
for Participation in International
Organizations (Cipoi) has inventoried the debt and equity of the
Brazilian government with international organizations, in order to
take appropriate action to enable
budget credits that allow payments
in the event of financial availability
and ensure Brazilian participation
in these forums, "the Brazilian government said in a statement.
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Pope at WFP: We must combat desensitisation and bureaucracy
By Corinna Harrison
Photos:
ERIC VANDEVILLE

ROME - In a visit to the World Food
Programme on June 13, Pope Francis
laments the world we live in, where
“wars are fed, people are not” and
talked about the importance of the
work that the WFP are doing, reminding us that we have become desensitised to hunger and poverty around
the world and must open our eyes to
combat it.
Speaking to the executive board of
the United Nations World Food Programme in Rome at their 2016 annual
meeting he expressed his gratitude for
the board’s “many efforts and commitments in service of a cause that chal-

lenges us all: combatting the hunger
from which so many of our brothers
and sisters are suffering.”
He then went on to highlight the
technological world we live in saying,
“We live in an interconnected world
marked by instant communications.
Geographical distances seem to be
shrinking. We can immediately know
what is happening on the other side of
the planet,” and to warn of its dangers,
“Paradoxically though, this apparent
closeness created by the information
highway seems daily to be breaking
down. An information overload is
gradually leading to the “naturalization” of extreme poverty. In other
words, little by little we are growing
immune to other people’s tragedies,
seeing them as something “natural”.”

The pontiff greets migrants during an audience

He highlighted the fact that “all
those human lives turn into one more
news story.” Though he stressed that,
“We need to “de-naturalize” extreme
poverty, to stop seeing it as a statistic
rather than a reality. Why? Because
poverty has a face! It has the face of a
child; it has the face of a family; it has
the face of people, young and old. It
has the face of widespread unemployment and lack of opportunity. It has
the face of forced migrations, and of
empty or destroyed homes.”
The pontiff then continued by warning against passivity and bureaucratisation: “We cannot simply say that
their situation is the result of blind fate
and that nothing can be done about it.
Once poverty no longer has a face, we
can yield to the temptation of discuss-

ing “hunger”, “food” and “violence” as
concepts, without reference to the real
people knocking on our doors today.
Without faces and stories, human lives
become statistics and we run the risk
of bureaucratizing the sufferings of
others. Bureaucracies shuffle papers;
compassion deals with people.”
He was keen to denounce the myth
that food shortage could be something
natural, damning it as “due to a selfish
and wrong distribution of resources,
and to the ‘merchandising’ of food.”
He blasted “the consumerism in which
our societies are immersed [that] has
made us grow accustomed to excess
and to the daily waste of food.”
He then moved onto the problem of
“debureaucratising” hunger, mentioning the current instability of the world
situation, with “war and the threat of
war uppermost in our minds and our
discussions.” As such, he said, “arms
seem to have gained unprecedented
importance,” with “this approach so
deeply engrained and taken for grant-

ed that it prevents food supplies being
distributed in war zones.”
“Those who are most vulnerable not
only suffer the effects of war but also
see obstacles placed in the way of help.
Hence it is urgent to debureaucratise
everything that keeps humanitarian
assistance projects from being realised,” he urged again. He then went on
to talk of the work done by the WFP
and his hopes that all nations would
work with them and use them as an
example of aid work in action that
works.
“The Catholic Church, in fidelity to
her mission, wishes to cooperate with
every initiative that defends and protects the dignity of persons, especially
of those whose rights are violated. In
implementing this urgent priority
of “zero hunger”, I assure you of our
complete support and encouragement
for the efforts in course. “I was hungry
and you gave me food; I was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink”,”
he promised to end.

The pope addresses the World Food Programme
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Inside Naples

My Brilliant Naples: Ferrante tour of Lenù and Lila's city
By FLORENCE BROCK
NAPLES - Elena Ferrante’s Neapolitan Novels, translated into English
by Anne Goldstein and published
by Europa Editions (New York) have
achieved international success and
renewed interest in this southern
city. Readers around the world follow
the intricate collage of events over
60 years alongside the two female
protagonists whose lives are shaped
by their social milieux, sexual and
intellectual jealousy and vicious competition in four volumes: My Brilliant
Friend, The Story of a New Name, Those
Who Leave and Those Who Stay, and
The Story of the Lost Child. Fans can sit
tight. Their story doesn’t need to end.
Now visitors can embark on a
unique guided tour to the very heart
of the pulsating places that marked
the upbringing of Elena and Lila.
Ferrante shows how two girls seek
to find their ways out of their humble Neapolitan origins into adulthood and old age, be it by marriage or
through a university education. Both
biographies are told with deep insight
into each woman’s personal struggles
and the tough reality of 20th century
Naples and Italy.
The series addresses several main
social/historical themes like class
conflict, the role of literature and
the social responsibility of the writer amidst social upheaval and within
protest movements, the changing
conditions of women in the 1970s,
early computerization and the factory
strikes of the 1970s.
As an admirer and scholar of Ferrante works, journalist and literary
critic Titti Marrone of Naples’ leading
newspaper Il Mattino studied the tetralogy thoroughly, creating and certifying the tour.

Until mid-December 2016, tourists
can relive the story of Lenù and Lila
by visiting some of the most lively
and authentic corners and niches that
shaped their lives.
Romeo, a 5 star luxury hotel, located just outside the Naples Port
Authority and metres away from the
Naples City Hall, offers tourists an
exciting experience, far from conventional tourism -- two nights in
one of the hotel’s comfortable rooms
complete with a guided tour of Naples
and an evening appointment with a
delicious menu of Neapolitan Cuisine.
Winding around the city’s narrow
streets by private car and visiting the
places where Elena and Lila spent
time, tourists discover the most secret corners of Naples.
In the company of an expert guide,
the tour begins in Rione Luzzatti,
with brief illustrations of the places
described in the novels. Tourists are
immediately immersed in the two
friends’ neighbourhood and get a
quick idea of the degraded and desolated area.
Winding through Piazza Garibaldi,
Corso Umberto, Via Depretis and Piazza Municipio, the private car stops
in Piazza del Plebiscito. From there,
the tour proceeds on foot in Via Chiaia, arriving in Piazza dei Martiri and
in Piazza Vittoria. Again by car, the
tour continues along the breathtaking waterfront in Via Caracciolo and,
crossing Viale Gramsci, Piazza Sannazaro and Via Mergellina, the ride
takes tourists up Via Orazio and stops
on belvedere to admire the view, finally winding down the road again from
Via Posillipo.
Entitled “My Brilliant Naples” (La
Napoli Geniale), the tour lasts five
hours.
Included in the package, Michelin

One of the traditional streets visited on the tour. Photo Credit: ROMEO HOTEL

star Chef Salvatore Bianco will delight
guests later in the evening with a special “Elena Ferrante” tasting menu,
created by the chef to represent local
gastronomic products and Mediterranean culinary tradition emphasized
in the books.
Guests will enjoy two fun-filled days
that translate into a highly suggestive
unique literary journey for Ferrante
lovers and an unforgettable experience.
The novels have received several
recognitions. The Story of the Lost
Child was nominated for the Italian
Literary Strega Prize in 2015 where
it came third. In 2015 The New York
Times identified The Story of the Lost
Child as one of the 10 best novels of
the year.
Time magazine elected Elena Ferrante one of the 100 most influential
people worldwide.

In February, Italian producer
Wildside for Fandango Productions
announced the novels would come to
the small screen. The TV series, ‘Neapolitan Novels,’ with the participation of the author for its adaptation,
will be broadcast in 32 episodes.
Ferrante’s identity remains a mystery. She/he never makes book presentations or speaks in public. Those

Elena Ferrante's My Brilliant Naples series

lucky enough to interview her have
had to resort to mediation of editors
from E/O, waiting for questions and
answers to be sent by mail.
Europa Editions had an in-house interview with the author, published for
The Paris Review in Spring 2015.
For information and booking:
www.romeohotel.it
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Embassy Row

Prince and Princess Akishino with Pope Francis. Photo Credit: MAINICHI

nal in Rome, the seven say they did
not receive redundancy payments and
that the embassy failed to pay their
social security contributions. Several
of them are demanding compensation from the ambassador, according
to the sources cited by L’Espresso
magazine.
The seven also claim that Embassy
staff from the Emirates entered Italy
on tourist visas and then worked at
the embassy without contracts after
those visas expired, L’Espresso reported. The press officer of the embassy was not immediately available
for comment on the report when
contacted by the Italian Insider by
telephone.
The UAE embassy in the Eternal City
recently bought for a reported price
of 23 million euros the splendid Villa
Durante, a building listed as protected by the office of Rome’s Superintendant of Fine Arts, to which the
embassy is expected soon to move,
L’Espresso said.

and her desire to radically improve
the current circumstances. Francis
gave his approval and encouraged the
plans of the project, the Vatican said.
In addition to discussing her role
as the head of her foundation, the
Sheikha went on to talk with the
pope about the current migrant crisis that is facing the Mediterranean.
She showed her appreciation of Italian authorities’ work in dealing with
the influx of migrants but raised her
concerns that not enough is being
done on a wider scale. In her letter
she describes the Mediterranean as
a “long-standing spectator of the unfolding of the history of humanity”
but laments Europe’s current situation, which “no longer represents a
struggle for power, but an area of defenceless suffering.”
An exchange of gifts followed during
which the Qatari princess presented
the pope with a richly-covered, precious manuscript of the Gospels in
Arabic. Francis gave her a locket of
an olive branch of peace and an Arabic translation of his encyclical letter
‘Laudato si’.
Following her 30-minute private
meeting with the pope, Sheikha Nasser Al Missned then had a meeting
with Archbishop Giovanni Angelo
Becciu, the deputy to the Vatican

lowing her discussions both with the
pope and subsequently the Italian
Prime Minister, Matteo Renzi, in
their collaborative plans surrounding
the lessening of educational and migrant crises in the future.
“During my talks with His Holiness
Pope Francis and prime minister Matteo Renzi, I spoke about the situation
of refugees, the fundamental importance of education and of things that
we can do to prevent future crises,”
she said.

Bernard Law at
Queen’s Birthday
party raises eyebrows
ROME – The presence of Cardinal
Bernard Law, the Roman Catholic
prelate disgraced in the Boston child
abuse scandal, among the guests at
the British Embassy to the Holy See’s
garden party to celebrate the Queen’s
90th birthday this month, raised
eyebrows among members of the
media attending the June function.
Law is a fixture at the annual July
4 Independence Day party held at the
US Embassy to the Holy See but his
appearance at the British function
held at the British School in the leafy
Rome district of Montiparioli was
evidently his first in public since the
screening of the film Spotlight about
the scandal of his protecting predators as archbishop of Boston.

Lubetkin from the FAO,
the Rector of Tor Vergata
Giuseppe Novelli, the
Chief of Institutional and
External Relations for
Leonardo Finmeccanica
Federico Fabretti, the
Vice-President of IFAD,
Ambassador Michel Mordasini, and Hamed Said
Al Oufi, the undersecretary for the Minister of
Agriculture in Oman.
They also attended the
exhibition on the theme
of “Religion and Terrorism: various perspectives”
which was organised by
the Islamic Cultural Centre
of Italy. At the event their
The royal couple at the Japanese Cultural Institute.
president, and ambassaPhoto Credit: MAINICHI
dor of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabi to Italy, Rayed
Krimly, said, “Terrorism represents a
primary threat for everyone. Our objective is not to find justification for
ROME - Prince and Princess these barbaric crimes. The objective
Akishino of Japan paid an Official is how to best combat this dangerous
Visit to Italy, in which they were wel- common enemy. Muslims also need
comed by President of the Italian Re- to fall into step with modernity. It’s
public, Sergio Mattarella, during a to welcome, more than anything, in- HH Sheikha Moza bint Nasser exchanges gifts with Pope Francis.
novation and modern progress.”
trip to Rome recently.
Throughout their stay, they also visVATICAN CITY – Qatari princess Secretary of State, accompanied by Cardinal Bernard Law.
ited various Rome locations, such
Sheikha Mozah bint Nasser Al Monsignor Michael Crotty, a se- Photo Credit: ESPECIAL
as Sapienza University where they
Missned has had a private audience nior Vatican diplomat with expertise
A spokeswoman for the Embassy to
opened the new work “From the roots
with Pope Francis at which she told on the Arab world, for talks on the
to the flowering branches in Japanese
the pontiff about her work as head of situation of the Catholic community the Holy See told the Italian Insider:
literature” by the International Symthe Qatar Foundation for Education, in Qatar. Between them they signed “Cardinal Law is one of many current
posium in the presence of the Rector
Science and Community Develop- a Memorandum of Understanding, and former Holy See officials tradiEugenio Gaudio and the Japanese
ment and discussed her visions for which refers to the common inter- tionally invited to the Queen’s Birthest of the Qatar Foundation and day Party. This was not the first time
Ambassador to Italy Kazuyoshi
the future, the Vatican said.
the Vatican of sharing manuscripts he has attended.”
Umemoto. Their great hall was filled
Sheikha
Mozah
bint
Nasser
Al
ROME - Seven employees of the UnitIn the 13 years since his resignation
concerning Qatari history, culture,
with students who enthusiastically
Missned,
the
second
wife
of
Hamad
ed Arab Emirates embassy in Rome
inheritance and science on a digital Law has found a haven far from Bosapplauded Prince Akishino for his
al-Thani,
the
Qatari
emir
from
1995
have started proceedings against the
platform, which can then be used for ton behind the walls of the Vatican.
speech.
UAE Ambassador, H.E. Saqer Naser to 2013, and the mother of the cur- furthering research.
For many years he served as the archThis year the two countries are celerent
emir,
explained
to
the
pope
the
Alraisi, in an Italian labour court on
Both parties reported a positive priest of the Basilica of St Mary Major
brating 150 years of diplomatic rewide-reaching
nature
of
her
work
and
charges of wrongful dismissal from
meeting, with the Qatari princess until his retirement at age 80 in 2011.
lations between Italy and Japan and
their jobs at the mission run by the the development of her Foundation publically stating her confidence folthe embassy has been putting on
which
fundamentally
promotes
edoil-rich nation, judicial sources said
various events throughout 2016. The
ucation and social progress on both
on June 8.
royal couple met with important leadIn the case that opened recently in national and international levels.
ers, including Italian Prime Minister
front of a judge at the Labour Tribu- She went on to outline the grave edMatteo Renzi and Pope Francis.
ucational situation in areas of conflict
They also undertook an official visit
to the Japanese Cultural Institute,
where they had an incredibly private
ceremony, and undertook a workshop
on Noh Theatre, which was also open
to the public. At the same time they
attended a demonstrative lecture on
the same theme, run by the Kanze
Nohgaku School.
Sheikh Faled Bin Nassir Al Thani,
undersecretary for Agricultural Affairs and Fishing Resources for the
Municipal and Environmental Ministery of Qatar, who was in Rome for
the FAO Near East Conference, was
another to pay them an honour visit
at their prestigious Roman hotel.
Others include the Qatari ambassador Abdulaziz Bin Ahmed Al Malki
Al Jehani, Stefano Scalera, adviser
to Pier Carlo Padoan in the Trea- UAE Ambassador H.E. Saqer Naser Alraisi meets Roberta Pinotti, the Italian Minister
David Petrie (left), Philip Willan (centre), and Torquil Dick-Erickson (right) at the
Italian Insider debate on 'Brexit'. Photo Credit: Suzanne Phillips
sury, Ertharin Cousin and Mario of Defence

Qatari Sheikha has
private audience
with Pope

Japanese royalty
visit Rome

UAE Embassy
employees sue
Ambassador
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Petra Segreta resort ideal base for sorties to Maddalena peninsula

Harnessing the magnetic energy

By DESMOND O’GRADY
SAN PANTALEO, Sardinia - Rosella
Marchese and Luigi Bergeretto took
a long route towards their Sardinian
Dream but they finally achieved it.
Ms Marchese spent childhood
holidays in northern Sardinia but
then was involved in architectural
projects in Italy and beyond.
As a boy Luigi lived with his
parents at Leopoldville in Congo
but returned to Italy to qualify as a
medical doctor. However cooking
had always been his passion and
in the 90s he opened a restaurant
which led to him becoming a pioneer
TV chef with the RAI Uno Mattina
program. In 1996 he became chef
of a large hotel complex on Canouan
island in the Caribbean where
Rosella accompanied him.

An apartment

In four years he opened five
restaurants in the complex and won
an award for running the best Italian
restaurant in the Caribbean.
It was a testing time and he was
happy to return with Rosella to Italy.
He opened a restaurant near Porto
Cervo but they saw the possibilities
of seven undulating hectares at San
Pantaleo, a charming village above
the Emerald Coast, and bought them
in 2001.
They look towards rugged, granite
mountains with jagged peaks and
down on the Maddalena archipelago
which seems a series of stepping
stones to Corsica. The island of
Caprera, Giuseppe Garibaldi’s last
home, is part of the archipelago.
Lord Nelson patrolled these waters
carrying the fight to Napoleon near
his Corsican birthplace. Luigi and
Rosella began their Petra Segreta
resort with 13 rooms but now it has
23 and four suites each with its own
private pool. It is a member of the
prestigious Relais & Chateaux group.
Luigi oversees its two restaurants,
one for gourmet meals, the other a
more homely Osteria. Massages are
available in a typical Balinese house,
there is a communal swimming pool
and sauna if one does not want to go
to the beaches five kilometers away.

Perfect hosts: Rosella Marchese and Luigi Bergeretto

Breakfast room

The tower and remains of La Prisgiona

Travel

June 2016

info@italianinsider.it

11

www.italianinsider.it

of the Emerald Coast

Swimming pool

Massage room in house brought from Bali

Lounge room looking out to the Maddalena archipelago

Rosella’s architectural experience
has been put to good purpose in the
low- slung buildings, both the central
complex which looks down on the
Maddalena islands and the individual
apartments which nestle fragrant
vegetation and granite boulders. The
furnishings are appropriately rustic
but the air-conditioned rooms have
free Wi Fi.
Petra Segreta has a motor yacht
for excursions in the archipelago
and lunch can be prepared on board.
Excursions can also be arranged in
yachts and catamaran. Golf can be
played at the swish Pevero Club, the
resort has its own helicopter pad
from which trips can be made. Rockclimbing, horse riding, wind and kite
surfing and deep sea fishing are all
available.
But perhaps the most distinctive
feature is the proximity of remains

of the Bronze Age civilization roughly
contemporary to Stonehenge.
It is claimed that that this is an
initziatic zone of subtle but beneficial
magnetic energies and trips to the
sites of ruins are arranged on this
basis. Whatever the truth of these
claims, there are intriguing ruins
such as the so-called Graves of the
Giants. One of the most striking sites
is La Prisgiona where a surprising,
stone cone-shaped tower rises which
was was inhabited and surrounded
by deposits for various victuals. In
other words it was a proto-town
dating from over a thousand years
before Christ.
No wonder when the ancient
Romans arrived they thought this
was the command post for the region.
Petra Segreta: www.
petrasegretaresort.com
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Turkey targets PKK camp training

Words and Photos:
LUCA FOSCHI
QANDIL, Iraqi Kurdistan - “They’ve
killed my uncle, massacred my friends
in the street like animals. Revenge this is why six months ago I joined
the resistance,” says Agin, just 17
years old with an awkward doodle of
a moustache on his ruddy face. Other
Kurdish guerrillas listen around the
table, gathered under the shade of a
farmhouse while the harsh sun hits
the mountains of Qandil. After a brief
silence commander Zagros thumps
Agin’s back vigorously.

A young guerrilla

“This recruit is a disaster. Just get him
to Europe” he quips as his comrades
chuckle.
The Turkish F-16s haven’t bombed
here for three days. Qandil, PKK’s
ideological and military training camp
in the Kurdish Regional Government,
northern Iraq, was established in the
mid 1990s. Thousands of guerrillas
have been trained here according to
the tenets of Abdullah “Apo” Ocalan’s
post-Marxist “Democratic Federalism.” Political education, labour and
warfare tactics fill the days of the
Kurdish men and women here.
They sleep in caves during the
snowy winters and under trees in
the warm seasons. Neither alcohol
nor sex are allowed, noms de guerre
have replaced those of civilian life,
now a blurred memory where oppression emerges as the uncontested
protagonist. Sometimes, after having
learnt that they are alive, their loved
ones converge on these remote lands
from Turkey, Syria, Iraq and Iran to
see them, once every four, five or six
years.

Kurdish woman guerrilla Harji, 29

“We joined the resistance for them,
for the Kurdish people and for all
the downtrodden all over the world.
We’ve given our lives over for the
sake of the people, completely. The
true guerrilla gives everything for
the cause. The true guerrilla is a dead
guerrilla”, explains Daylan, 30, while
we walk through the 400 graves in
the small Mehmet Karagsur cemetery.
The white headstones bear the engraved names and dates of casualties
from 20 years of wars. Some of them
have just the word “shahid”, martyr,
on it. Others, in a far corner, are just
a mound of fresh earth topped by
some withered flowers. The bodies
have been transported from the scattered battles that the PKK is waging
against the Islamic State with great
effort.
In south eastern Turkey dozens of
similar burial grounds have been destroyed by the government: “Thousands of people visit them every year.
Erdogan is trying to kill the move-

ment’s memory” comments Daylan.
Since 1978 the war between Turkey
and the Kurdish Workers’ Party has
caused more than 40,000 deaths. In
2013 Ankara and the movement undertook a peace dialogue that developed in a ceasefire and in the promise, for the more than 20 million
Kurds living in Turkey, of a feeble
form of autonomy.
“The peace process began to vacillate when the PKK helped the PYD
to save Kobane, preventing Daesh,
back then supported by Ankara, to
reach the border with Turkey,” says
Reza Altun, founder of the PKK and
executive member of the KCK, the
Kurdish umbrella organization that
hosts the parties of Iraq, Iran, Turkey and Syria united by Ocalan’s political program.
Altun never sleeps three days in
a row in the same place. He arrived
at the location of our interview, a
hidden spot in the wood, climbing a
stony path, accompanied by a guerrilla.
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to fight ISIS
“The dialogue was eventually killed
in July 2015, when the agreement
allowed Demirtaş’ HDP to overcome
the 10 percent barrier at the general
election and prevent Erdogan’s AKP
winning the majority in the parliament," he adds.
He immediately disavowed the
existence of any Kurdish question
and under the threat of ‘separatist
terrorism’ was able in November to
overturn the new elections’ result. A
coup d’état” affirms the veteran.
“Unfortunately, as in the last 40
years, Europe is backing Erdogan’s
fascist policies and swallowing the
narrative of his media monopoly. Before it was because of NATO’s interests. Now it’s for the migrants, used
to blackmail a coward continent” he
adds.
To this day, although the US-led
international coalition is found in
the PYD’s army, PKK’s offspring in
Syria, the most effective boots on
the ground against the “Caliphate”,
Washington and Brussels (but very
few European countries if individually considered) formally acknowledge the movement as terrorist:
“I shall repeat it, the PKK does not
attack civilians. We have repeatedly condemned the actions of TAK, a
newly born group which accuses us
of passivity and has hosted several
of our ex comrades” concludes Altun.
Erdogan’s concerns are clearly
understandable. PKK’s resistance
is scattered over several scenes. In
South-Eastern Turkey the urban
guerrillas attack the Turkish sieging
military and police forces, which in
turn react ruthlessly by levelling entire neighbourhoods to the ground.
The organisation claims that since
the summer of 2015 more than 1000
civilians have perished because of
the government’s offensive. In February, the UN representative for Human Rights Zeid Raad al-Hussein accused a few weeks ago, one hundred
were burned alive in an underground
construction in Cizre.
In 2014 it was the PKK which from
Rojava, Syrian Kurdish north, sacrificed more than 100 soldiers to create
the corridor in Sinjar that was fundamental to save the Yazidis from the
deadly, sweeping wave of Daesh that
had disbanded the shoddy KDP peshmergas of Barzani, Turkey’s ally. In
Rojava, which in March proclaimed
its autonomy, the federal democratic

system (another way to say libertarian socialism) imagined by Ocalan is
fully implemented, backed by the entire population and solidly protected
by the YPG, PYD’s powerful popular
army. PKK’s warrior-monks are taking part to the campaigns to retake
Raqqa and Mosul, fight along the
PUK peshmerga in Kirkuk.
“This is why Turkey attacks us here.
In one year they killed just three
guerrillas, whatever their state news
agencies say,” stresses Amina Mohammad, one of the two co-chairman of Qandil’s municipality, the
political and social laboratory that
since 2009 inspired the Rojava’s
Kurdish population. Sixty-one small
villages with 1500 families or 8,000
people in all live here following the
federal democratic model.
“They bomb the camps and the
livestock, preventing tourists from
coming, shattering the economy and
trying to dismantle the strong link
existing between the people and the
resistance. It is the libertarian project that Erdogan is attempting to
wipe out.”
“They don’t understand that oppression will always generate resistance,” says Harji, a 29-year-old female guerrilla with eight years in the
army. Since her childhood she always
dreamt of joining the PKK.
“Yes, I have killed a man,” she says,
“It all comes so naturally when the
battle begins. But I couldn’t look
him in the eyes. You know, it’s part
of women’s role to prevent the male
comrades from desecrating the dead
enemies’ bodies.”
Will she rest a bit, celebrate, use a
bit of make-up again on her untimely wrinkled face, once the struggle is
over?
“No way. The first day of freedom
shall be the first day of a new challenge, spreading the revolutionary
ideology to the population."
"Revolution is a long, internal process. Outside there is just slavery
and self interest,” Herji says. The sky
turns dark over Qandil and no Turkish warplanes, for today, seem willing to visit the mountains.

AK-47s lined up in a shelter, ready for Kurdish fighters to grab

Luca Foschi is a researcher at
Cagliari University working for
his Ph.D

Reza Altun

A building destroyed by Turkish warplanes
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Brexit unplugged
By Lisa Colletta
ROME - When it comes to trying to
understand the issues surrounding
“Brexit,”—migration,
sovereignty,
taxes, competitiveness—it seems that
no one never mentions the obvious.
That is, well, the plain and simple
fact that Britain has never really been
very European. And nor does it really
want to be. Britain is British, and the
Continent is Foreign. Forget their
quirky need to drive on the left and
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to retain their own currency. In order
to really understand a sense of British
identity, all one needs to do is look at
their electrical plugs.
As an American who lives in Rome
and travels frequently, I am continually
reminded of England’s resolute desire
to remain an island when I have to
pack a blow dryer each time I visit the
Septre’d Isle. My blow dryer is light
and compact. But the British plug at
the end of the cord is anything but. A
large, awkward triangle that takes up

a considerable amount of space both
in a suitcase or plugged into the wall
socket, the British electrical plug is
serious, grounded, and maladroit. It
is not easily connected to a European
adapter without protruding clumsily
into the room, and inserting a
European plug into a British adapter
somehow reduces the power of the
foreign electrical device.
The European plug, however, has a
slim profile and its understated two
prongs glide easily into the socket

without drawing too much attention
to itself. It is confident without being
assertive, functional but balanced
in its proportions. It also allows for
communal action. When you need
more access to power, you can use
a multi-plug, a little device that can
create a nest for three or four plugs,
sharing the power among your lamp,
your phone charger, and your laptop.
It is efficient, but its overcrowding can
threaten the whole system, not unlike
the bus system in Rome.
The British plug demands a bit of
isolation. With its three flat prongs,
there is usually only room for one plug
at a time. You can buy a multi-plug
that allows you to plug various devices
into a plank-like unit, which forms an
orderly line of solid plugs along the
wall. This device suggests nothing of
the dangers of collective power that
might shut the whole circuit down,
as each plug is neatly in its place,
grounded with its own solid third
prong. The system is safeguarded
against excess, functioning much like
an orderly English queue outside a
public restroom.
Just in case you are given over to
excess or reckless behavior, don’t try
it in a British bathroom. Should you
want to blow dry your hair in the
same room you keep your brushes,
combs, and Argan oil, you can just
forget it. The British electrical system
simply doesn’t trust you to use your
blow dryer in a room where you
might accidently electrocute yourself.
The only plugs available in British
bathrooms are for shavers, which
apparently are not life threatening in
terms of wattage, but any device that
requires real power—a curling iron,
for instance--is right out. I can blow
dry my hair in the bathroom of every
European capital I visit, but in Britain
you simply cannot be trusted with the
wanton use of electricity. This vice
might one of the issues at the root of

Brexit. They are fed up with the risky
ungrounded use of electrical devices
from the Schengen zone.
I don’t want to get overly ideological
here, but given that electrical plugs
the world over have more or less the
same function, we can assume that the
various forms cannot be accounted
for in purely utilitarian terms.
Each involves a certain ideological
perception of how the subject should
relate power.
Hegel was among the first to
propose that the geographical triad
of Germany, France and England
suggested an expression of three
different
existential
attitudes:
reflective thoroughness (German),
revolutionary hastiness (French),
utilitarian pragmatism (English). This
might point to the impossibility of
the European project. But given that
Germany and France use the same
kind of electrical plug, I am not exactly
sure what to make of it.
However, thinking about this triad
in our domestic domain, we can see its
underlying mechanism in the different
European attitudes towards power
and its use: it is either a risky affair
that must be managed and regulated,
or it is a rather anarchic activity that
meets users’ needs until everything
blows up.
It is easy for an academic or a
politician to sit around a table
and discuss the world’s enormous
problems, but the moment she
wants to wash her hair after a heated
discussion, she is faced with the bare
ideology of a blow dryer. With the
wrong plug there is no access to power.

Lisa Colletta is Dean, Academic
Affairs and Professor of English
at The American University of
Rome
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Insider View
Business as usual or peace in our time?
Few will argue that the European
Union is functioning well. Indeed many
predict it is doomed.
One of the founding principles of the
1957 Treaty of Rome was free movement of persons, yet this principle has
been sorely neglected. A European economic community which is not underpinned by a shared European identity
of peoples, will inevitably lead to member states seeking exit referenda, such
as the UK’s on June 23.
Individual states behave selfishly and
are happy to receive capital investment
and business but less happy to receive
migrant workers seeking to improve
their lives. The institutions of the EU
have failed to redress this imbalance.
A case in point is Italy’s discrimination
against its “lettori”, non-Italian lecturers. The Italian Insider has consistently highlighted the importance of this
case, in which one EU member state,
Italy, has been allowed to discriminate
against the citizens of all of the other
member states despite six judgments
of the European Court of Justice.
The case shows that the EU has no
coherent policy on free movement of
people. Immigration is a serious problem throughout Europe and may prove
to be crucial in the UK referendum on
exiting the EU.

That xenophobia and political rhetoric throughout Europe is becoming
increasingly ugly and menacing, is undeniable.
Those supporting British exit assume
that it will be business as usual as the
UK joins EFTA and enjoys the same
prosperity as Switzerland, Norway
and Iceland while consolidating trade
agreements worldwide and regaining
its lost sovereignty.
They downplay the ideals of the
founder members of the Common
Market, namely to make further armed
conflict in Europe impossible or at least
less likely. It is NATO, not the EU they
glibly declare, that has guaranteed our
safety and security.
Norway, Iceland and Switzerland have
together just over 13 million citizens,
a fraction of the UK. The non-engagement of those countries in the shaping
of the coming communities may be inconsequential.
It is less difficult to see how either
Britain, and Europe as a geographical entity, would not be destabilised
should Britain disengage with the EU.
Those of us born post-1945 should
count ourselves fortunate.
Europe’s history shows that when
unemployment soars and populations
move, tanks inevitably appear.

Is it in Europe’s interest to push Russia into China’s arms?
By Roberto Savio
ROME - No mention in the media of the dangerous increase in tension between Europe and
Russia. But Nato has just made operational in
Romania a missile system, the ABM, which the
US has declared will protect from “rogue” states,
like Iran.
Russia, especially after the agreement reached
with Iran on the control of its atomic industry,
is convinced that the system is intended for use
against its military forces. The US has announced
it will build another second site in Poland in 2018.
The intention is to move from “reassurance” of
eastern Nato allies to “deterrence” of the Kremlin. That means more troops and equipment,
longer deployments, bigger exercises, and a “persistent” presence of Nato and American troops in
countries like Poland and the Baltic countries.
In June, as many as 12 000 American troops
will join servicemen and women from a number of European allies in Poland for an exercise
called Anakonda, which will be the largest military exercise in Europe for years. Altogether, 25
000 troops from 24 Nato and partner countries
will be involved. The US Deputy Secretary of Defence, Robert Work, has announced that 4 000
Nato troops, involving two US battalions, will be
moved to the Russian border, permanently:” The
Russians have been doing a lot of snap exercises
at the border, with lots of troops – extraordinarily provocative behaviour”. Germany is to provide
one battalion.
For a long time, the official UD line in military
circles was to see in Russia a regime intent on
aggression, after the annexation of Crimea, and
the intervention in Ukraine. When General Ray
Odierno retired as Chief of Staff, he declared,
“Russia is the greatest threat to the United States
of America”. His predecessor, General Joseph
Dunford, was more specific. He thought the then
USSR was a bigger threat than ISIS. Odierno said
that as a result, he saw threats to Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania and Ukraine.
It is useful to remember that Putin began his
tenure by continuing Boris Yeltsin’s line of total
cooperation with the United States. As George W.
Bush famously said: “I have seen inside Vladimir
Putin eyes, and finally we have a strong ally for
US interests”. But then Bush took a number of
actions without consultation that convinced the
Russian that he was considered a marginal player.
While it is obvious that Putin suffers from
paranoia, and uses confrontation to get popu-

lar support, it would be wise to see matters also
from the Russian viewpoint. To begin with, it
has been established behind doubt that Mikhail
Gorbachev agreed not to intervene militarily in
the European countries that were under USSR
dominance, provided that NATO kept existing
borders.
The fact that this agreement was not maintained has always been present in the Russian
psyche. When Reagan met Gorbachev in Reykavik in 1986, Putin was in his mid-30s, and the
Soviet Union stretched from the river Elba to the
Bering Strait, and from the Artic to Afghanistan.
The USSR was a superpower, present in Africa,
the Caribbean and Central America, with important allies in Asia.
When Putin turned 40, his country had splintered into 15 separate. And when he came to
power in 1999, the USSR had lost one-third of
his territory, and half of its population. Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Georgia and Azerbaijan were gone.
Nato continued its endless habit of encircling
Russia. After he persuaded Kiev to join a Moscow
–led economic union, Putin saw the Ukraine-pro
Russian government overthrown in a US backed
coup. The encirclement continues today, comprising even militarily insignificant countries like
Montenegro (some 3,000 soldiers), to join Nato.
“Russia has not accepted the hand of partnership “says Nato Commander, General Philip
Bredlove, “ but has chosen a path of belligerence”.
Well, it is significant that an impressive 80 percent of the Russian population shares Putin’s
paranoia, and does not see the “hand of partnership”. When Putin annexed Crimea and invaded
Ukraine, his popularity increased at home dramatically. Also because Crimea was always part
of Russia, until Nikita Khrushchev donated it to
Ukraine, in a symbolic move in 1954. The 65 percent of Crimeans were Russian speakers, as those
living in the Eastern part of Ukraine, a country
that was created by joining western Crimea,
which was part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, with eastern Ukraine, which was part of the
Russian empire. Putin very adroitly said that his
task was to protect “Russian citizens, wherever
they live”, and this struck a chord with Russian
people.
It should be made clear that there are no excuses in legal terms for Putin’s actions. But in
real life it is always useful to look into events by
taking into account both sides of the story. And
the fact is that Putin reached the conclusion that

Russia was considered, in US jargon, “just a regional power”, and that to be admitted into the
G7 and other similar Western fora was not giving
him an opportunity to have Russia and himself
considered an important player, he thus decided
to take the path of confrontatio, in order to be
taken seriously. He put a knife in a side of the
West, by dividing once again the two halves of
Ukraine, obliging the West to sink hundreds of
billions of dollars to sustain a deeply corrupt government in Kiev, and its ability to turn the knife
when he wanted.
This move led to the establishment of sanctions by the West in 2014, with the declared
goal of having Putin capitulate and abandon his
intervention in Ukraine. But then, Putin again
intervened outside its borders, by intervening
in Syria, where since Stalin’s time, Russia has a
naval base. The arrival of Russia has completely
changed the situation in Syria, and now everybody agrees that there cannot be any military
solution without Russia’s agreement.
Is Russia still “ a regional power”, or has it become again a global player?
Of course, one key principle behind US foreign
policy is that nobody should challenge its power.
Yet it is a principle, which is becoming increasingly unrealistic, as the emergence of China shows.
But in the American psyche the USSR is gone,
and any attempt to recreate it, under any guise,
is just a provocation. And while China has not yet
had a direct clash with the United States, Crimea
and Ukraine were a slap on the hand… Now, seen
from outside the western world, as many analysts have pointed out from Latin America and
Asia, this situation does not make much sense.
Let us take the sanctions. They have cost over
US$100 billion in lost exports to Russia.
But this figure hides a difference: the US exports to Russia dropped by 3.5 percent, while for
Europe 13 percent, especially from the fragile European agricultural sector (which fell by 43 percent). Imports from Russia in Europe fell by 13.5
percent. According to the European Commission,
the EU’s gross domestic product (GDP) is going
to drop by 0.3 percent in 2014 and 0.4 percent
in 2015 due to the sanctions. But that is a quite
a considerable draw, considering that European
growth is expected to be just 1.5 as an average,
with countries, like Italy, barely over one percent.
Meanwhile a new trend is developing, seemingly ignored by the media. Since 2014, Russia has
been deepening its partnership with China, with
which it traditionally had difficult relations.

The Chinese economic slowdown, due to its
change of economic model based on export now
to one based on internal market expansion, does
not make this the best moment for economic cooperation. Yet, Russia and China have just signed
a US$25 billion deal to boost Chinese lending to
Russian firms, and a host of other accords. Russia
has agreed a US$400 billion deal to supply China
with 38 billion cubicmeters of gas annually, from
2018 for the next 30 years.
Russia’s Sberbank has received a US$966 million credit line from the China Development
Bank. China is launching a US$2 billion-investment fund, targeting agricultural projects. And
US$19.7 billion will go to open a rail link between Moscow and the Russian city of Kazan. At
the same time, Russia agreed to cancel it ban on
weapon’s sale to China, and a deal was done for
the sale of an S-400 air defence system to China
(to the great annoyance of the United States and
Japan), for US$3 billion with another US$2 billion for the sale of 24 Su-35 fighter planes. The
two countries declared that they would increase
their bilateral trade to US$200 billion by 2020.
But what is totally new and important is that
both countries also decided to strengthen military cooperation. This year they will join in a
Joint Sea-2016 naval drill, hosted by China.
Deputy minister of Defence, Anatoly Antonov
has declared: “Military cooperation between the
two countries is highly diverse, and has improved
significantly over the last three years. A tighter
interaction between the military departments
corresponds to national interests, and we expect
this interaction to increase”.
This should really lead Europeans to pause and
reflect. Is it in the interest of Europe to keep
pushing Russia into the hands of China? Or suggest a European initiative – over US priorities, is
it not time to search for a settlement with Russia, that would include the Ukraine, Syria, and an
engagement to end “deterrence”, for an agreed
status quo, which would reopen trade and cooperation, and satisfy the frustrated ego of Russian
citizens? It should be recognized that even between allies like the EU and US sometimes there
are different priorities, without being traitors…
Maybe the American elections will change all the
rules of this game.
Roberto Savio, founder and president
emeritus of the Inter Press Service (IPS)
news agency and publisher of Other News.
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Marco Pannella,
Nonconformist politician and activist
ROME - Marco Pannella, the radical
Italian politician and civil rights campaigner, has died at the age of 86 after
numerous health problems in recent
years. Pannella was best known for his
pivotal role in the Italian legislation
which legalised divorce and abortion,
as well as founding Italy’s Radical party in 1955, causing his rise to fame and
prominent political position between
1960-90.
Radio Radicale, the radio station
linked to his party, announced his
death on May 19, after several days in
a Rome hospital. Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi was one of those
to take to Twitter to lament the passing of “An extraordinary protagonist
of life, not just Italian politics. He’s
transnational, one might add,” alluding to his “Transnational Radical Party,” set up in 1989. The premier has
also commented that Pannella was a
“lion of freedom.”
Born in Teramo, in Abruzzo, on May
2 1930, he was a believer in Ghandian nonviolence, and as such is known
for his frequent hunger strikes, anti-church position, chain-smoking,
both left and right party alliances, and
sit-ins. Pannella was the kind of politician that is so seldom seen these days.

On the international scene, he was a
member of the European Parliament,
as well as friend of the Dalai Lama and
a huge fan of Martin Luther King Jr.
Despite his anti-Church stance, he
had common ground with the Vatican
in their efforts to end world hunger
and was reported to be fond of Pope
Francis. The pontiff, in fact, sent him
a copy of his book on mercy for his
birthday and, whilst they shared concern for upholding the rights of prisoners, called Pannella in 2014 to urge
him to end a hunger strike that he had
begun with the aim of protesting prison conditions. His hunger strikes frequently brought him close to the edge
and it was in the same clinic in which
he spent recovery time that he passed
away. Pannella never married and had
no children, though he had been living for several decades with girlfriend
Mirella Paracchini. In an interview
in 2010, he alluded to the fact that
they had an open relationship “without jealousy” and also admitted that
he was bisexual and had had several
significant relationships with other
men. He was also one of the frontrunning campaigners for gay rights,
as well as one of the first promoters
and founders of the green and ecolo-

gist political movements in Europe.
Other referendums of his included the
legalisation of cannabis, during which
he smoked a joint in St Peter’s Square,
the abolition of life imprisonment and
hunting, as well as being a leading figure in campaigns such as the end of
pure proportional representation in
elections in the 1990s and Italy’s decision to abolish nuclear power production in 2011.
In the 1980s Pannella became recognised on the international scene
with his recruitment of porn actress
Ilona Staller into his party. She was
often known by her stage name of Cicciolina and staged a successful election
campaign to be elected into parliament in 1987.
Whilst his supporters viewed his
changeable allegiances as “post-ideological,” his adversaries considered
him opportunistic and cynical – backing Silvio Berlusconi in the elections of
the early to mid 90s, but joining the
Romano Prodi coalition in 2006.
Marco Pannella,
Born May 2, 1930.
Died May 19, 2016.

Corinna Harrison

Marco Pannella. Photo Credit: RadioCittaFujiko

Steve Turner
Fiery trade unionist who championed journalists’ rights
LONDON - Respected editor and
trade unionist Steve Turner, who
established the British Association
of Journalists in 1992, has died aged
80. Steve fought fiercely to defend his
colleagues against unscrupulous press
barons and was known as the most
skilled negotiator in Fleet Street.
Steve began his journalism career
on the Ilford Recorder and Romford
Times before going freelance, and
making the move to Fleet Street.
He went on to work as a sub-editor
on the Daily Mail, Daily Mirror and
Sunday Mirror.
Steve was elected general secretary
of the NUJ with a large majority in
1990 but his clear-headed vision
did not meet with approval from
left-wingers and he was ousted. In

response he formed the rival union,
recruiting many Mirror colleagues and
then journalists from the Times and
Sunday Times after Rupert Murdoch
broke the NUJ at those newspapers.
Janet Shields, current BAJ general
secretary, said: “In the past year I
have had many, many reasons to be
grateful for the negotiation tactics
that he formulated. I hope I can live
up to his memory.”
Steve’s former Mirror colleague
Roy Greenslade said: “I attempted to
reconcile the NUJ and BAJ a couple
of years ago without success. Steve
and his committee decided against.
Although I was disappointed, I wasn’t
surprised. Steve was a man of rigid
principle.”
“It was that quality that made him

far and away the most effective NUJ
chapel negotiator I ever encountered.
He was patient and diligent. He didn’t
bluster or raise his voice. Even when
provoked, he sought to control his
temper.”
Italian Insider chief editor John
Phillips was among the many
journalists Steve helped. Steve and
the BAJ supported John in a long
court battle in Italy and the UK
against Times newspapers after he
was sacked from his job as a Romebased foreign correspondent for The
Times without compensation.
The Rome Labour Tribunal awarded
John record compensation for illegal
dismissal and breaking the Italian
Journalists’ contract but News
International only coughed up two

years later as an appeal
case the Times had
started was due to begin.
Steve was married to
Mirror columnist Debbie
Thomas, with whom he
had a daughter, Rosie.
He also had three
children from his previous
marriage – Roy, Colin and
Yvette.
Steve’s
memorial
service will be held at the
journalists’ church, St
Bride’s, Fleet Street, on
Thursday 15 September at
11.30am.
Steve Turner,
Died May 12, 2016.

Turner giving evidence to the Leveson Inquiry

David Watts
Times journalist with a mischievous sense of humour
With a deep knowledge of Japanese
politics, history and culture, David
Watts was one of the distinguished
foreign correspondents of The Times
who for more than three decades
ensured the steady flow of clear, wellwritten dispatches from Japan and the
wider Asian region.

David Watts

As Tokyo correspondent, he covered
the boom years in the mid-1980s
when Japanese technology, cars and
electronics were making huge inroads
into western markets. He also gave
valuable insights into Japanese society,
as traditional attitudes collided with
western fashions, and young Japanese
began travelling in huge numbers to
Europe and America.
In covering Asia, both from
Singapore from 1980 to 1984 and
then as Asia editor based in Sydney,
Watts witnessed momentous changes.
He reported from Manila on the
collapse of the Marcos regime in the
Philippines, vividly describing the
astonishment of demonstrators when
they discovered that Imelda Marcos
had a collection of some 3,000 shoes
in the presidential palace. He covered
the aftermath of the bloody Pol Pot
regime in Cambodia, where, at one
point, he got lost in the jungle; it took
three weeks before he was able to
make contact withThe Times, which
was finally able to assure his wife that
he was alive.
Watts was also in East Timor during
the uprising against Indonesian

rule, and saw at first hand the brutal
military crackdown in 1979 and the
attempts to starve the population into
submission. Twenty years later, as East
Timor was struggling to consolidate
its independence, he witnessed
the backlash from the Indonesian
military and the desperate attempts
by United Nations forces to protect
Timorese refugees who had fled to the
UN compound in Dili. He was one of
the few western journalists to report
the massacres of Timorese hiding in
churches, their panicked attempts
to board Australian flights out of the
island and the dangerous evacuation
of refugees. He spent several terrifying
nights under fire and travelled with
the exhausted women and children
who were packed into lorries and
evacuated to safety. He was diplomatic
correspondent for two years and then
deputy foreign editor from 1992 to
1998, when he played a key role in the
running of the desk. His clear grasp
of world affairs and encouragement
of correspondents overseas ensured
that The Times’s coverage was timely,
accurate and incisive. A dedicated
journalist, he had a mischievous sense

of humour, which mirrored his smile,
and was usually a calming influence
in the newsroom and on the phone.
There were occasions, however, when
he spoke his mind, sometimes quite
forcefully. After a brief spell back
overseas as Asia editor, he returned
to London in 2000 and was in charge
during the biggest news story of the
new millennium — the 2001 terrorist
attacks on New York and Washington.
Recognition of his role came with the
Foreign Press Association award toThe
Timesfor its coverage of 9/11.
Throughout his career, he felt
the pull of Japan. In 2004, he was
made founding editor of a weekly
supplement that the paper produced
for the Japanese newspaperYomiuri
Shimbun.
David William Watts was born
in North Yorkshire, the son of a
land agent. He was educated at
Denstone College, an independent
school in Staffordshire. His first job
in journalism was on The Northern
Echo, then edited by Harry Evans, a
future editor of The Sunday Times and
The Times. Passionately interested
in aviation from an early age, he had

wanted to become a fighter pilot, but
failed the eye test. Nevertheless, he
learnt to fly, and was determined to
see more of the world. He went to
Canada where, bluffing that he had
once worked at the Savoy hotel in
London, he procured a job as a waiter
on the Canadian Pacific railway.
He returned to Britain by sailing a
catamaran across the Atlantic and
then ventured east, taking the transSiberian railway. He arrived in Japan
in 1970. It was here that he met his
future wife, Shizuko, who was working
as an interpreter at the Expo 70 world
fair. He returned overland to Britain
on buses and trains across Pakistan
and Iran, but was short of money and,
at one point, was reduced to selling his
blood to pay his way home. He arrived
in England in 1973 and joined The
Times a year later.
After he retired in 2007, he was
often called back to The Times where
his long experience as a foreign desk
editor was still in demand.
David Watts, journalist, was born
Oct. 8, 1943. He died on April 10,
2016, aged 72
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JUSTO, vegan and raw business: Interview with entrepreneur Marco Selmi
By Asia Colombo
ROME – JUSTO is a vegan and raw bar
and restaurant set in Via dei Gracchi,
in the area of Prati near the Vatican
and Piazza Cavour. It opened in April.
The business is open all day from
breakfast until happy hour and dinner.
The menu includes salads, extracts,
shakes, first courses, and a cafeteria
with organic coffee. The main aspect of
the location is that nothing is cooked
and the entire menu is vegan with not
a single ingredient animal-derived.
The bar was born from an idea by Marco Selmi, and he currently manages it,
along with his wife Adele.
Italian Insider: Tell us about your
past experience and the inspiration for
JUSTO?
Marco Selmi: I have a background
in the finance world, therefore my
business experience is mainly limited
to the financial sphere. However, I
have always been greatly fascinated
and attracted by the food service business environment. I was fortunate
enough to observe entrepreneurial
friends open businesses and see them
thrive: Rome is the right location to
begin start-ups. When I was proposed
the current location I looked around
to see what was missing in the market. What was missing was a vegan
diet that could be offered in this area.
The choice of the raw diet was added
later when we were told that the location was not adapted to have either a
stove, nor a hood. Hence, we decided
and worked for three months with a
chef who created an entire menu that
would make us independent to know
how to cook it ourselves and that was
entirely raw. The objective had to include a specific budget and the consideration that neither my wife nor I had
any experience with this eating style.
I.I: If we then consider your previous
many years of experience – would the
success of JUSTO have been different
if a young entrepreneur had done it?
M.S: The experience has helped, certainly. The main concern has not only
to do with the financial and economical aspect, rather the employee. In the
case of opening JUSTO was a small
space that had to include up to seven
people at the same time. One can learn
from textbooks how to open a business and manage it, yet the interpersonal relationships are the hardest to
know how to deal with. On this point I
believe that considering where JUSTO
is located in Rome we already knew
that it would be successful in a certain
way; however, we knew we had to take
in consideration many newer elements
and challenges that went beyond offering a specific food service to clients. If
you had asked me to open JUSTO elsewhere in Rome I might not have accepted because often businesses have
to explain where they're located, we do
not have to.
I.I: The vegan and raw cooking has
been frequently described as expensive: does JUSTO have a specific target
audience?
M.S: I believed it would have a niche
audience who would have chosen to
come here, but it has not been so. It
is true that the type of people who
come to eat here can afford to do so,
yet we noticed that the general price
is actually lower than the general market – even lower than a piece of pizza
and a coke. At JUSTO you can eat and
feel full but you can eat healthily at the
similar cost of a plate of pasta with a
coffee or a piece of pizza and a drink.
We have realized that agreements with
suppliers like conad helps to keep the
prices lower, while eating more healthily than elsewhere. Many people come
in curious of what we offer.
I.I: The Italian dishes are often full
of various differing types of meat, that
are frequently also fried, cooked multi-

ple times, and are not always healthy.
However, Italians in their feedback to
this new vegan and raw wave have debated that it is not however “made in
Italy” – your comments?
M.S: As a meat-eater I believe that
eating healthily and Made in Italy walk
side-by-side and if they do not do so,
they should. Moreover, the Made in
Italy label should be defended, and it
can include even vegan and raw dishes.
I.I: The raw material that costs the
most?
M.S: The raw material that costs the
most includes all the dry fruit, nuts,
and whatever we choose to buy organic, which includes many ingredients
we offer. Since we do not have the cost
of having a stove and actual cooking
we try to cut down the costs in other
ways.
I.I: Aside from the absence of a stove
that required you to offer an entirely
raw menu, what is JUSTO’s mission?
M.S: Satisfy the human need for
good food by eating well, with natural
food. The factor that the food is raw
also teaches that eating this way is
more sustainable for yourself and the
environment, while teaching another
good habit in eating well. It is a specific diet but seeing how many people
have chosen to incorporate it in their
daily eating habits, maybe at lunch or
for a break, it could grow in the future.
Rome is an especially good location
because, as I got to notice, many businesses that are successful here are not
in other cities, like Milan, for instance.
I.I: How would you describe a cruelty-free business?
M.S: Raw.
I.I: Italy is second after India in the
number of people who have chosen a
vegan diet in the world, what are your
concerns, if any, with the competition,
and what are your future plans?
M.S: There are no concerns with
competition considering what we offer. So far, we have not had any major issues and we consider ourselves
unique, especially in this area of Rome.
In regard to the future primarily we
wish to continue with franchising and
open a second point of sale. It would
offer something different from what is
happening specifically at JUSTO and
we thought of dry food. Currently we
offer dry food as vegetables similar to
crisps and it has been extremely successful. I would like to expand this
product and see where it goes, probably open a laboratory.
I.I: Which is the key element for
someone who wishes to enter a similar
business? What is the market nowadays?

Some of the food that JUSTO has to offer

M.S: Certainly, this type of cooking
and diet has been influenced too by
the fashion element. Television shows
like MasterChef today propose many
more cooking alternatives including vegetarian and vegan options. All
these elements together are pushing
towards raw food options. One has to
perceive which are the market options
that are currently more successful. In
the same way as chefs whom in their
restaurants have chosen to add vegan,
raw, and even macrobiotic options.
I.I: Many business that offer vegan,
vegetarian, or raw options frequently
take a moral cruelty-free stand to promote eating less animal meat aside
from being defined as a "dietary revolution" due to its success in the market
– where does JUSTO stand?
M.S: JUSTO does not take a specific
stance. As our motto explains “colto e
mangiato” (picked and eaten) to highlight a raw and vegan aspect I distinguish business from morality. The
choice of opening this business has
been defined by a market opening and
was a successful option considering
the area in Rome and the possibilities
we had in our hands. If I had considered pizza or gelato the best option I
might have opened another gelateria
or pizzeria instead.
JUSTO
in Via dei Gracchi, 187
is open every day:
MON – THU from 8am – 9:30pm,
FRI – SAT from 8am – 12am, and
SUN 10:30am – 6pm.
To check out their menu and keep
updated with all the events they
can be found on Facebook and at
www.justo.io.

Marco Selmi outside JUSTO, with Italian Insider's Asia Colombo.
Photo Credit: ASIA COLOMBO
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American author Katherine Wilson was inspired by the 'surprising
humanity' of Naples, she tells Italian Insider
by Christina
Höfferer and
Florence Brock
Italian Insider - The translation of
your title can be interpreted in two
ways in Italian: literally or as a derogatory remark about Naples (depending
on the intonation applied). Was it your
intention to play with the title and
leave the reader in doubt about how
you feel?
Katherine Wilson - Personally, I interpret ‘Only in Naples’ in the sense
that only in Naples you can find that
particular magic, those colors and the
chaos, but in a positive way. There is
a sort of surprising humanity in Neapolitan people. That’s a very interesting question though because, for the
Italian edition, they said: “Whatever
we put in the title, we cannot write the
word Naples because no one will buy
the book.” Naples for Italians conjures
up images of Camorra, corruption,
dirt and disorganization. For me, it
has mostly, if not exclusively, positive
connotations.
Italian Insider - How did you find the
title?
Katherine Wilson - The book was
first called “The Mother-in-law Cure”
because so much of it was about my
mother-in-law. Then, various publishing houses I presented it to said the
word mother-in-law conjured up negative connotations. Nobody was going
to buy the book and yet I had really
written a book about Naples and about
my mother-in-law. Both do have negative connotations, but I like to think
that it is a positive book. With “Only
In Naples” as the title and “Lessons
in Food and Famiglia from my Italian
Mother-in-law” as the subtitle, I think
we captured what the book is about.
The Italian title will be Sale, Cuore,
Amore.
Italian Insider - Your experience has
been wonderful, but everyone suffers
when they change. How have you suffered?
Katherine Wilson - I have missed my
girlfriends, my sister and my cousins a
lot. The female solidarity you get with
women of your own culture has always been important to me and that’s
something I have not found as easily
here in Italy. We Americans are terrible in our directness. Sharing inner
conflicts, struggles and fears is a part
of getting to know someone. In Italy,

always having to worry about ‘fare una
bella figura’ (being appropriate and
not looking bad in the eyes of others)
is hard. I found myself spilling my personal stuff and when someone would
say: "Oh, veramente, interessante..." I
remember thinking: over shared!
Italian Insider - But you made
friends with your mother-in-law. How
did that come about?
Katherine Wilson - She taught me
so much about accepting myself and
about accepting other people without
judging and without rationalising too
much. In the book, I talk about ‘carnale’, about this sort of visceral Italian
way of connecting; it goes deep. It’s
about not intellectualising too much,
but accepting and loving in an immediate, physical way, which was not a part
of my growing up.
Italian Insider - So, how did you
make the decision to go to Naples?
What brought you there?
Katherine Wilson - I think a lot of
it had to do with everyone telling me
not to and so it made me very curious. I wanted an experience abroad;
that is what everyone in my family
did and what people in college did. I
have always loved Italy because my
great-grandfather was from Calabria.
I wanted to go to Italy before coming
back and starting my real life, getting
a job, going to graduate school and doing what I was supposed to do. Everyone said: “You should go to Tuscany.”
Then, I met the Consul General of the
American Consulate in Naples at a
dinner and he said: “You can come to
Naples and do an unpaid internship.”
So I thought: well, that's a big city and
it would be a great way to get a taste
of real Italian life, but when I started
talking about it to people everyone
said: “Don't go; it’s dirty and it’s dangerous.” I had spent a lot of time doing
what people expected me to do, so I
thought: it’s time to change!
Italian Insider - Were you looking for
adventure?
Katherine Wilson - Yes, I was looking for adventure and for surprises. I
was looking for people who were completely different from me and from the
culture that I was living in which was
not making me happy.
Italian Insider - It’s easy to understand how an American can get
‘caught up’ or ‘wrapped up’ in such an
intense reality. Considering how you

were feeling and the love for this family, why on Earth did you get married
in the U.S.A.? It doesn’t seem logical
for you to haul such a deep-rooted and
traditional family over to the United
States and insist they follow American
customs (like forced tux rentals and a
no-pasta reception) when you surely
would have loved following the local
rituals. Or wouldn’t you have?
Katherine Wilson - I think I loved the
idea of sharing good things about my
background with the people I loved.
When I talked about the United States
in Naples, they were very curious, and
I thought they had to ‘live’ a bit of it.
I also have a mother from the South
who is possibly the best party planner I have ever met, so I thought: I am
far away. She can organize this whole
thing and I can show up as the guest
star. I am very glad I did it because
the Neapolitans really enjoyed it and
I was flattered that later people would
contact me and say: “Can you give me
some advice? I want to do what you did
for your wedding.” So it was a bridge.
Italian Insider - For instance, can
you think of one example?
Katherine Wilson - The bridesmaid
dresses. They could not get over the
fact that the bridesmaids were all
wearing the same type of dress. And
there was a rehearsal. If you go to a
wedding in Naples, it’s beautiful but
there is no Assistant Director telling
people where they need to go and what
they need to do.”
Italian Insider - If you were to go
back to the U.S.A. and live, what
wouldn't you take back with you?
What wouldn't you take back, just
because Americans wouldn't understand?
Katherine Wilson - There are a couple of things that Americans have a
lot of trouble with in Italian culture.
One is the fact that Neapolitans often create their own version of reality,
which isn’t always accurate. When my
kids were little and we were in Napoli,
I remember one saying: "Can I have a
lollipop?" And I said: "No, you cannot
have a lollipop, you are about to have
dinner." Then, the shopkeeper started
saying: "There are no lollipops, we are
all sold out." When you’re a family living in Napoli, you have to figure out for
yourself if something someone says is
true or not. I remember was wondering whether to tell my daughter that
the lollipop story was a total lie. I don't
think it’s healthy for children growing
up. I also find that the resistance to
change in Naples is what I admire in
Americans. Americans are able to see
if something works; if they like something they keep it. If not, they let it go.
It’s what our whole country is based
on: this is not working for me. Let's try
something else. Let's move west.
Italian Insider - What do you do to
unite the Naples and Washington ways
of life? How do you bridge these two
very different worlds?
Katherine Wilson - I always encourage the humor. When you find the
comedy in situations, you find out
that, in the end, we are all the same.
There is no wrong and right. Let's just
find the love that is underneath all
those ways of expressing ourselves.

Katherine and Salvatore on their wedding day

Italian Insider - How did your family
react to your writing about them?
Katherine Wilson - My mother-inlaw loved it. My parents were a bit
trickier about it because I used a lot
of contrasts and I dramatized them to
show the differences in cultures. They
were happy about it because they considered it a success. My mother really
was a good sport, but my father was

Katherine Wilson

angry that the book was not about
him. He would have liked "Lessons in
Food and Famiglia from my American
Father". But after he had read the book
he said that he laughed a lot, so I was
happy because all children want to
make their parents laugh.
Italian Insider - Did you check the
text before you had it published?
Katherine Wilson - I discussed it
with my agent and with my editor at
Random House, two women I respect.
They both reassured me that there was
a tone of love in it. Even the teasing
comes across with an undercurrent of
‘I care about these people. I won't use
them’.
Italian Insider – Why did you write
the book?
Katherine Wilson - I think the main
reason was that I wanted to bring my
American friends to Naples. I wanted
them to visit Naples. And even when
they came to Naples, there would be
those cultural things they did not understand. Just think: my father still
doesn’t see anything wrong about
ordering Spaghetti a Vongole and accompanying the dish with a glass of
orange juice. When he does, Italians at
the table cringe.
Italian Insider - Your book is extremely well written. You really come
to the point and the funny points are
well told.
Katherine Wilson Thank you, it is kind of an
18-hour ragù.

Gennaro and you go there alone saying
you want to see it. Did you visit other
parts of the city as well?
Katherine Wilson - I wanted to tell
people how Naples and the Neapolitan
culture transformed me. And the place
where that happened was inside the
home. Neapolitan culture is very much
a matriarchy. The center of things
is the home with the mother who is
preparing food. Anything else is a bit
peripheral. Even when I am there now,
when I want to go out and do things
in Naples there is an "Oh no, stai qua."
This reaction is somewhat protective.
In Naples, I find there is a distrust
of being ‘out there’. In my American
background, we travelled all the time,
so I think I needed the warm embrace
of a kitchen.
Italian Insider - You also touch on a
hard topic in your book: an eating disorder you suffered from while growing
up back in the States, even though you
talked about it in a very light way.
Katherine Wilson - When you say
I touched on that topic lightly, I see I
have taken my mother-in-law’s example, maybe not in ignoring problems
all together, but not giving so much
weight to them. I really believe I was
cured by Italy. There had been this
problem tormenting me for so many
years, and then all of a sudden I found
myself thinking: hey, it’s gone! It was a
little bit magical. It was healing.

Italian Insider - In journalism, we say a good story is like an espresso: you
have to bring it down to
the essence. This is what
we found in the book.
Katherine Wilson - I
felt it was so therapeutic
and redemptive to write. I
thought: this is my story.
This is what I am going say
about my life without fear.
Italian Insider - Your
book is more about cultural differences than
descriptions of the city
itself. It is very much a
look at the Italian way of
living inside the family
and inside the home. You
take your readers home
with you. There is only
one point where you talk
about the miracle of San Katherine and her mother-in-law
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Haunting tribute to mysterious Roman paradise
"The Goddess of the Lake:
Origins of a Myth and the
Roman Ships of Nemi, 2016"
By Margret Stenhouse
Press Time Editions,
251 pages, €15

By Ingrid Rowland
ROME - The former Italy correspondent for the Glasgow Herald,
Margaret Stenhouse has lived in
the Castelli Romani for many years.
Her love for the little volcanic crater of Nemi, 30 kilometers south of

Rome, drives this wide-ranging discussion of what remains one of the
most beautiful and mysterious places
in the Roman Campagna. Known today for its year-round crop of tiny wild
strawberries (a gift of the crater’s special microclimate), Nemi in antiquity
was the site of a temple dedicated to
Diana, the goddess of wild places and
wild animals. The dense forest that
covered the crater’s slopes eventually
parted to disclose a deep, clear crater
lake, the ‘mirror of Diana,’ swarming
(at least until recently) with the tiny
fish called lattarini. This wilderness,
at least according to an ancient legend recorded by the ancient writers
Strabo, Pausanias, and Servius, was
guarded by a priest-king who obtained
his position by a strange, brutal ritual.
If a runaway slave could find a particular heavily guarded tree in the center
of Diana’s sacred grove and break off
one of its boughs, he earned the right
to challenge the reigning king to mortal combat.

View of the Roman Ship Museum. Photo credit: Margaret Stenhouse

If the slave slew the king, he succeeded to the kingship. Otherwise,
he joined the long list of human beings sacrificed to Diana.
In providing a contemporary context for this remote temple and its
mysterious rites, Stenhouse weaves
together Nemi’s geological history,
recent archaeological excavations, anthropological analysis, and history of
the Grand Tour to show how the nineteenth-century Scots writer Sir James
George Frazer turned the bare bones
of the ancient legend of Nemi’s sacred
grove into his magisterial study of
religion, The Golden Bough (first published in 1890). The layers of Nemi’s
history are as deep as the volcanic
fumaroles that created this evocative
landscape several hundred thousand
years ago, and she describes them
with irresistible persuasive power.
The second part of the book is devoted to two ancient Roman ships
constructed by the emperor Caligula
in the first century A.D., sunk beneath the waters of the lake in antiquity, and finally brought onto dry land

Gaius Caesar Caligula

in the 1930’s. Stenhouse plausibly
connects the ships with the imported
Egyptian cult of Isis, immensely popular in ancient Rome, and details the
way they might have functioned on
such a tiny, enclosed body of water.
The most shocking part of her story, surprisingly, is not the tale of how
the ships, carefully restored and displayed in an innovative museum specifically designed around them, were
destroyed by fire at the very end of
the Second World War (probably by
retreating Nazis, but this is not absolutely certain). Far worse than this
tragic act of destruction, she seems to
argue implicitly, if not explicitly, was
the environmental damage that occurred as a result of the effort to raise
the ships in the first place.
The only way the vessels could be
retrieved successfully (and even then
the success was partial) was by lowering the level of the lake. A remarkable
feat of engineering, the drainage of
Lake Nemi brought unforeseen consequences that were nothing short of
disastrous: subsiding soil destroyed

the primeval forest ringing the lake,
the lattarini disappeared with the
disturbance of their environment,
and the level of the lake itself never
recovered. All this for an archaeological find lost, by another act of
human folly, within 10 years of its
discovery.
The Goddess of the Lake is a lovely
guide to a singularly beautiful place,
but it is also a sobering study of human preconceptions.

Margaret Stenhouse

Tennis writing with an unusually sharp edge
"AD IN AD OUT: Collected
Tennis Articles of Michael
Mewshaw 1982-2015"
By Michael Mewshaw
Unbridled Books, 280 pages
$US 9.99 or Kindle US$ 6.61

By Desmond O’Grady
ROME - Unlike many other writers
on tennis, Michael Mewshaw is not
locked into the professional cir-

cuit full time. He writes fiction and
non-fiction books as well as other
kinds of journalism which means he
does not have to keep on the right
side of those who run the professional tennis circuits - or should that
be circuses.
As a result his tennis writing has an
unusually sharp edge as can be seen
in this collection of his articles from
1982-2015. They include memorable
profiles of tennis stars such as Bjorn
Borg, a hologram of an ‘uninteresting’ man who had extraordinary
skills but seemed to have sacrificed
his humanity to success.
Mewshaw corrects David Foster
Wallace’s exaltation of Roger Federer
at the expense of Rafaele Nadal as a
mere ‘martial’ journeyman: ‘…Nadal
has his own supernal gifts and wins
not by making his game seem to look

easy but by making it as demanding
and difficult as it actually is’.
He is particularly perceptive about
women players such as the Williams
sisters, Martina Navratilova, Stefi
Graf, Monica Seles, Gabriella Sabatini and those who burnt out early
such as Tracy Austin and Andrea
Jaeger.
He takes the reader into the circuit
backstage where the grinding routine of travel and hours of practice
takes a heavy toll. The grubby details
emerge: the greed, the drugs, the sexual abuse of underage females, the
gambling, the match-fixing. These
reports have irked many tennis officials. Mewshaw describes himself
as the game’s Ancient Mariner with
an albatross around his neck but, if
he won’t let any of us forget the details of misdeeds, many tennis offi-

cials have convenient amnesia about
them. ‘Pro-tennis’ Mewshaw finds,
‘has a notoriously short attention
span and a long-standing nonchalance about breaking the rules it has
written for itself.’
He captures the atmosphere of the
Roland Garros, Wimbledon, Rome
and Monte Carlo tournaments and
tackles issues such as the maddening
waste of time through innovations
such as bathroom breaks, lengthy
court-side physio treatment and the
toweling of faces after every point.
He pinpoints the abuse of various
kinds which occur in many tennis
academies and asks whether national
tennis schools produce champions or
only competent but boring players.
Ad In Ad Out is a serious look at
tennis enlivened by humour as in
the account of Mewshaw conning

his way into a semi-professional
tournament in Spain where, briefly, it seemed he would win his first
match, of his experience as a learner at Roy Emerson’s tennis camp,
and of his match in London with
Princess Fatima, sister of the Shah
of Persia. She arrived in a limousine
accompanied by two bodyguards
who told Mewshaw "the Princess
never loses."
He did not get the point and she
rarely moved to the ball but then
the bodyguards made the message
clearer, "The princess must never
lose." Mewshaw made great efforts
to get the ball to her so she could
hit winners and he could survive
to write this sparkling book which
ends with him explaining why, despite the distortions of the pro circuit, he loves tennis.
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Plethora of Rome events for International Day of Yoga

Turkish Airlines
Via Barberini, 47
06.45213849

sion under the title
of “Yoga: The New
Skills
ROME - In honour of the second In- Dimension.
ternational Day of Yoga, which was and daily practice for
set to be held on June 21, the Indian Health & Happiness”
Embassy in Rome, along with various on June 15. June 16
collaboration
partners was putting on a series of saw
events over the third week in June to with Gitananda Yoga
begin on June 13. The Indian Ambas- for another yoga
sador to Italy, Anil Wadhwa, speaking practice entitled “Giat a press event emphasised the im- tananda Yoga: the
portance of this event in upholding Ancient Tradition of
this “invaluable gift of ancient Indian Rishis.”
Indian Ambassador to Italy, Anil Wadhwa, at the press event.
June 17 there Photo Credit: Indian Embassy
tradition, that embodies a holistic apwere set to be three
proach to life.”
To coincide with this International events taking place. The first two, at Cavour and arranged by the Self Realievent, with the theme of “Yoga for four p.m. and 5.30 p.m. respectively, sation Fellowship – Rome Meditation
Harmony & Peace,” FIND (the India- were yoga practices organised with Centre.
On the day itself, Tuesday June 21,
Europe Foundation for New Dia- Ananda Europa. Whilst the first praclogues) organised several events for tice encouraged you to bring along there are a plethora of events in which
their ‘Summer Mela’ with the caption children and called, “Ananda yoga for to partake. From nine a.m. to one p.m.
“Roma Finds India.” These include sev- kids and parents,” the second was a the CONI Sport School, at Largo Giulio
eral music and dance events that link traditional “Ananda Yoga Class for in- Onesti 1, will be holding a yoga pracin aspects of Indian dance, music and ner joy.” Later in the evening, there tice and conference, along with the
was set to be a concert taking place at Unione Induista Italiana, for which it
culture.
The first event was a book presenta- eight p.m. and hosted by Amit Chat- is requested that you register your intion on June 13 on “Yoga for Sports: terjee (Tabla) and Apratim Majumdar terest at: segreteria@induismo.it.
Later on, there will be an open yoga
a journey towards health and healing” (Sarod). In collaboration with Brahma
by the esteemed B.K.S. Iyengar, in col- Kumaris, a meditation session was to class with arrangement by the Music
laboration with Light on Yoga Italia, be taking place on June 18 at five p.m. for Rome Foundation in the hangthe Italian branch of the Iyengar Yoga on “Meditation for All Ages: Overcom- ing gardens of the Auditorium Music
Association. On June 14 a conference ing Stress, returning to peace,” whilst Park. Last, but by no means least, the
was scheduled on the theme of “Well- on June 19 the yoga practice, with the Summer Mela event will be putting
being passes through your intestine – Italian Yoga Federation at seven p.m., on a Classic Indian Music concert by
an integrated approach to Ayurvedica was set to focus on “Yoga the path to Pt. Hariprasad Chaurasia, with special
finding / finding again well-being.”
guest Ust. Kamal Sabri at nine p.m. in
medicine.”
On June 20 a session on “Yoga and the Cavea Auditorium Parco della MuThe Art of Living Foundation was
then to be collaborating with the In- Meditation for Healthy Living” was to sica.
The fun does not stop there however,
dian Embassy for a Yoga practice ses- be held in the Sheikh Zayed Centre at
the Food and Agriculture Organisa- as on June 28, from six p.m. an open
tion (FAO) at midday, in yoga session will be taking place in the
collaboration with the FAO gardens of the Rome Philharmonic
Cultural Group. This event, Academy at Via Flaminia 118, whilst at
however, is by invitation 9.30 p.m. in the same place, the Ganonly. At six p.m. a yoga ges Riverbanks Trio will be performing
practice was scheduled with with Classic Indian Music. On July 5,
Centro Yoga Swami Vishnu again in the Philharmonic Gardens at
of “Hatha Yoga according 9.30 p.m. will be a dance concert in the
to Swami Vishudevananda- Bharatanatyam style by Mavin Khoo
Swami Sivananda’s tradi- to conclude this huge event.
tion,” whilst at eight p.m. a
All events, unless otherwise stated,
showing of the film “Il Sen- will be taking place at the Indian Emtiero della Felicità – Awake: bassy at 5 XX Settembre and are open
la vita di Paramahansa Yo- to the public, as in Wadhwa’s words,
gananda” [The path to hap- they are hoping to “spread yoga to as
piness – Awake: the life of many people as possible to give them
peace and harmony,” which are so “esMass yoga in Manila, Philippines for last year's event. Paramahansa Yogananda]
at Cinema Adriano in Piazza sential in fast-paced modern life.”
Photo Credit: RITCHIE B. TONGO

US Airways
Via L. Bissolati, 20
06.4203261

By Corinna Harrison

Via Zoccolette, 19
06.6875228 - 06.6861554
Caritas Hostel
Via Marsala, 109
06.4457235

Rome Samaritans Onlus
800.860.022
Open 13.00-22.00 daily
Arch - HIV + children and
their families
06.77250328 - 06.77250350
roma@arche.it
Associazione Centro Astalli
(Jesuit refugee centre)
Via degli Astalli, 14/A
06.69700306
ACROSS
ASTRA (Anti-stalking risk
assessment) support for
1
See 19 of stalking
victims
5
Plague company about fulfilling car06.6535499
nal desires (7)
9
Outstanding
footballer
is ongroup
nothing
Breast
Cancer
support
(5)
06.39742957
10 Administer fine tonic for a nasty
complaint (9)
11 In favour of General employing alternative bluff (10)
12 Make picture featuring tales of 21,
for example (4)
14 Exciting finale when one comes in
waving French flag (5-6)
18 Still possessed but never used by
the sound of it (11)
21 Ancient city’s attempt to accommodate Ottoman leader (4)
22 Seafarer’s alarm went off around
mid March (10)
25 Global transport arty type used (9)
26 Marx brother makes comeback as a
talk show host.(5)
27 Distance travelled, for example, by
a workhorse doing the rounds (7)
28 Cross perhaps or Welsh perhaps (7)

Useful Numbers
All Saints' Anglican Church
Via del Babuino, 153/B
06.36001881
American Women's Association of Rome
06.4825268

American International Club
of Rome
06.45447625
DOWN
Mon-Thurs,
9.00-12.00
1 Circus performers organise tour
with record
returnsParty
(6)
British
Labour
in Rome
2
Journalist
backpedalled
about it (6)
06.50912326
3 Messenger’s pen (6,4)
4 Pervert’s dance (5) Club
Commonwealth
5 Stiff and real dishevelled they leave
06.84482745
the sinking ship (4,5)
6 Prepare rifle to shoot male in 3 (4)
7 Two pieces of paper show decline in
standards (8)
8 Bound to accept another nice cushy
number (8)
13 Red lassoed stray after a long day
on horseback? (6-4)
15 Personify old South American value when North intervenes (9)
16 Times to consider including advice
on first yacht (8)
17 Suave upper class young lady making radio announcements (8)
19,1 across Symbol for 16 used as a
map reference? (1,5,3,4)
20 Fasten article on outer church door
(6)
23 The weak yield, oddly, when knowing the road (5)
24 Fantastic last letter has everything
but love (4)

PREVIOUS solution

"Lampedusa" in Rome for World Refugee Day
BY Dido TeTLEY
ROME – Irish artist, Michelle Rogers,
displayed her painting Lampedusa in
Rome’s Santa Rita Church for five days
in June, in acknowledgement of World
Refugee Day.
Lampedusa is an evocation of the
2013 shipwreck tragedy that occurred
50 miles south of the Italian island
where it is believed that more than
260 migrant’s lives were claimed by
the sea. Stories like this, that report
the capsizing of boats hugely overloaded with desperate refugees fleeing a
crisis-zone, are becoming all too frequent on the dangerous seas between
Africa and the coasts of Europe. Rogers’ painting reflects the “grim reality

of immigration in today’s world” and
captures the helpless position of asylum-seekers who are pushed out of
their homelands by conflict yet are
treated with suspicion and hostility in
Europe.
The specific tribute to the “courage
and humanity” of those who perished
off the coast of Lampedusa, Rogers’
work recalls Gericault’s masterpiece,
Raft of the Medusa, a stark recognition of the fact that despite modern
progression, a lack of fundamental
humanity means that such tragic episodes still take place.
Given the “immense history of immigrations” both of Italians and the
Irish, Michelle Rogers is personally
very moved by this topic and was de-

lighted that the Commune di Roma
agreed to host this important project
as she believes that “a church is the
perfect location to celebrate the dignity of people who find themselves on
the outside of accepted society”.
The artist, who was born and raised
on the border between Northern and
Southern Ireland at the height of the
Troubles, has long been associated
with the plights of refugees and the
topic of migration. In 1993 she was
selected by Amnesty International to
go to Bosnia, a trip that subsequently inspired a series of paintings about
the “darkest side of human nature.”
She travelled to Rome in 1998 to study
Caravaggio and has lived between
Rome and New York since then.

SIX DAY WEATHERCAST FOR ROME
news.bbc.co.uk/weather

Lampedusa by Michelle Rogers

Crossword created by Brendan Donaghy

Alcoholics Anonymous
06.4742913

Comunità di S.Egidio
Piazza di S.Egidio, 3/A
06.8992234
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Theatre review

A lighthearted evening with Lear's legal team
BY Dido TeTLEY
ROME – English Theatre of Rome
provided an entertaining and innovative twist on the Shakespeare classic,
King Lear, in Thursday evening’s in
reading of the play by Don Carroll and
directed by Harriet Power and Robert
Hedley on June 9. As is often noted
with Shakespearean theatre, the script
aligned well to incorporate the more
modern premise of the plot – the inheritance of Lear’s three daughters

looked at from a legal standpoint. Far
from conforming to the stereotypical
view of anything related to law as generally being of a dull nature, the script
lightly incorporated a smattering of legal jargon into what would perhaps be
more accurately described as a satirical
adaptation of the bard’s original work.
The choice of the rather intimate
theatre room at the John Cabot University and the lack of the strict formality of normal theatre, allowed the
audience a sense of intimacy and, to

Photo credit: John Cabot University

an extent, participation with those
reading the play, as the fourth wall was
frequently broken with ad-lib. additions from the actors and regular eyecontact with the audience.
The alterations to the original plot
are numerous, yet there is never any
doubt that the original sense of Shakespeare’s play lies at its heart. The fool,
who we were informed at the beginning of the play, had been off to become a lawyer and therefore was returning to his service to the King with
a new area of expertise; and Cordelia,
who’s husband the King of France is
reported to have died very early on in
the play, takes up the position as the
Fool’s paralegal. The script revolves
around Lear’s household and while Edmund appears as the figure of the ‘baddie’, Gloucester and Edgar are excluded
from the text.
Initially wary of the idea of ‘a reading’, which inspired ideas of a lifeless
and monotonous presentation of a
script; I was very quickly corrected
by the dynamic and engaging performance that the English Theatre
of Rome presented, with particularly
strong contributions from Georgia
Darell, Anna Madden and Nadia Caretto who played Goneril, Regan and
Cordelia respectively.
Michael Fitzpatrick, who read the
part of Lear and animatedly portrayed
the fatherly role of his character, gave
a credible depiction of a figure who is
bemused by the legal ins and outs of
his intended will and who has a rather
more soft and emotional personality
than the somewhat bullish exterior
he presents in his role as king.Despite
a total lack of formal stage, props and
costumes, the play was brought to life
by the gifted actors, who energetically
portrayed their characters through action and voice, highlighting their raw
talent through the simplicity of the
script’s presentation.
Although the play was perfectly
suited to this more modern adaption,
there was a slightly confusing discrepancy in use of language. The majority

Don Carroll, playwrite. Photo credit: John Cabot University

of the language used being of a slightly
more lyrical choice with every now and
again, an odd smattering of modern
lingo which seemed rather unnecessary given the way in which there was
no doubt of the modern twist on the
seventeenth-century-set play.
The enthusiasm was clear among
all the actors, rendering the performance very balanced without a weaklink, with the comic vein being carried
through particularly by the character
of the Fool, given actor Douglas Dean’s
natural ease of performance. The end
of the play served as a reiteration of

Don Carroll’s comic intention: by the
slightly tongue-in-cheek classification of the inheritance left by Lear to
his daughter’s as being a “sale” rather
than a “gift”, he successfully alludes to
the loopholes and fundamentally malleable nature of the law.
The English Theatre of Rome and
Don Carroll should be commended for
providing a refreshingly modern and
somewhat more light-hearted, interpretation of aspects of Shakespeare’s
classic tragedy and a thoroughly enjoyable evening of entertainment.

Walk on water - the miracle that is to become reality
FROM Dido TeTLEY
ISEO – The renowned Bulgarian-born
land-artist, Christo, oversaw the final
construction pieces of his project “The
Floating Piers” being slotted into place
in the second week of June. The mobile bridge that has been constructed
on the water of Lake Iseo, is expected
to draw crowds of up to half a million,
local authorities report. Saturday June
18 was set to mark the opening of this
floating installation that has, for the
past four years, been an on-going project of Christo Vladimirov Yavachev,
most famed for his “packaging projects”, one of which was the Reichstag
in Berlin.

The bridge, which stretches 1.86
miles in length, joins the shore-town
Sulzano, with Monte Isola (respectively famed for being the largest
lake-island of Europe) and the smaller
neighbour island of San Paolo. The
spectacular snake-like construction,
which measures 16 metres wide, and
is fixed to the bed of the lake by a series of sea-anchors, will be covered in
a shimmering yellow fabric, that the
artist assures will take on a golden hue
when in place and exposed to the sun.
The American artist, who has produced celebrated works of land art
around the world, crafts his creations
with very particular specifications,
such as their temporary nature and

Drawing of The Floating Piers project on Lake Iseo

the necessity of no mark of the construction’s presence being left on the
chosen site, following the project’s deconstruction. The Floating Piers project is no different, being a temporary
exhibition, lasting only 16 days, from
June 18 to July 03.
The final bridge-construction on
Lake Iseo will be free to all those wishing to walk on it; the brow-raising cost
of 15 million euros being completely financed by the artist and it will be open
24 hours a day (weather permitting),
manned by lifeguards and volunteers
around the clock. The background
organisation to facilitate this project
that has been actively in motion since
November 2014, has been enormous,

with an order for new trains, extended
train timetables and the re-mapping of
ferry-routes in order to cope with the
increased influx of people to the fairly
remote lake. Worthwhile precautions
given the number of ferry bookings to
Sulzano already made, which number
over 53 thousand, a local official reports. The local authorities and tourist
associations of the area are expecting
an increased tourist footfall following
the event, given the excellent public-

ity provided by the project, putting the
area more prominently on the map.
The Floating Piers project, which
is “as much a feat of engineering as a
work of art” will mark the Christo’s
return to Italy as host country for his
reputed creations, after a lapse more
than 40 years. The striking appearance
and enormity of this project is unquestionable, what remains to be seen
is whether the waters remain calm
enough for the miracle to be realised.

Christo walks on the Floating Piers at Lake Iseo. Photo credit: Federica Lavarini
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Nibali pulls off a Giro d'Italia resurrection - Analysis

Sicilian makes great Grand Tour comebacks to win in Turin
By Stephen Farrand
TURIN - Vincenzo Nibali's comeback
and Giro d'Italia victory was one of the
greatest returns in professional cycling. It has been called a resurrection,
‘Dal buio al trionfo' – from the dark
to victory, as Gazzetta dello Sport described it, giving Nibali the top half of
the front page of their sports newspaper for the second day running.
The Gazzetta dello Sport recalled
how Fausto Coppi snatched victory in the 1953 race with an attack
on the Stelvio. Hugo Koblet crashed
and punctured, allowing Coppi to triumph. In 1959 Charly Gaul won after
Jacques Anquetil cracked and in the
Piccolo San Bernando climb; In 1996
Olano fell on the Mortirolo, allowing
Pavel Tonkov to win the maglia rosa.
The 99-long history of the Giro d'Italia is littered with similar stories of attacks, crashes and riders who cracked,
especially during the final week and in
the toughest mountain stages.
Nibali's second Giro d'Italia victory
will perhaps be remembered as his
best because few Grand Tours end so
dramatically, with such a swing from
defeat to victory in the course of two
stages. It was a two-move operation;
a two-stage checkmate that captured
the attention of all of Italy.
We often bemoan modern racing as
lacking the unexpected, with modern
technology and sports physiology reducing the chance of a sudden turn of
events. Yet again Nibali has reminded
us why Grand Tours are so special in
our sport.
The final winner is the best and most
consistent rider over the whole three
weeks and 21 stages. Nibali raced for
86 hours, 32 minutes and 49 seconds

CLASSIFIED

in this year's corsa rosa. He beat Esteban Chaves (Orica-GreenEdge) by just
52 seconds, and Alejandro Valverde
(Movistar) by 1:17.
Of course those numbers don't tell
the real story because Nibali's resurrection is much bigger and his return
to the top come from much deeper.
A week before he had lost his bite
and was in ruins after losing 37 seconds on the big Dolomite stage to
Corvara and then close to two minutes
in the mountain time trial to Alpe di
Siusi.
When he lost a further 1:47 on the
relatively easy mountain stage to Andalo, Nibali seemed close to throwing
in the towel and even quitting the
race, suggesting something wasn't
right with his form. Every detail of
his riding was scrutinised, from his
change in crank length, to his goals
and motivation.
Blood tests were done to try to understand if a virus was to blame for an
apparent loss of 20 watts of power. Nibali and the Astana team only revealed
after victory in Turin that he had suffered stomach problems that day.
Astana team manager Alexander Vinokourov carefully avoided criticising
Nibali despite his problems and rallied
his team by calling them to fight on
all the way to Turin. Vinokourov left
the race and Nibali seemed almost relieved to have shed the huge expectation from his shoulders. Some of the
Italian media turned on him but his
fans continued to call his name and
cheer him on.
Nibali refused to quit the Giro and let
his thoughts turn the Tour de France
or Rio Olympics, somehow feeling he
could still turn his Giro d'Italia around
as the two giant stages in the Alps

Historic winner - Vincenzo Nibaldi during the 8th stage of the Giro

loomed. He is known for his Sicilian
pride and seemed to simply follow his
instinct, ignoring the outside expectations outside of the Astana team bus.
Fate also stepped in when Steven
Kruijswijk (LottoNL-Jumbo) crashed
spectacularly on the descent of the
Colle dell'Agnello. Nibali revealed he
had forced the pace on the climb and
the descent after seeing the Dutchman in trouble. The race was well and
truly on and so there was no gifts in

this Grand Tour. Nibali went on to win
the stage. He suddenly believed in his
own resurrection and completed his
masterpiece by dropping Chaves on
the Colle della Lombarda
"Believing until the very end was
the secret of this victory," Nibali explained.
"It was a very hard Giro d'Italia, in so
many ways. I started with the weight
of being the favourite on my shoulders
and that affected my race. Perhaps I'd

ADS
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FOR SALE
Lago di Vico nature reserve.
Stone farmhouse fully modernised.
Hectare of gardens and productive
fruit trees. Lake views. Must sell.
Contact: brn.jackson1@gmail.com,
Tel.: +(39) 339.2952545

Job wanted
An English to French translator for the
International Cooperation & Development. Over 8 years of experience.
More information on www.proz.com/
profile/818303.Contact: acnrabier@
yahoo.it

LESSONS
Dance lessons
Rome Opera Theatre dancer offers
classical-Afro-contemporary
dance
lessons, preperation using yoga, pilates. Open to all, Trastevere.
Info: mariph@hotmail.it
Mothertongue American English language speaker, Columbia University
Masters in International Education,
seeks writer/editor positions. Expertise in professional, academic and creative writing; teaching languages; international perspectives. Experienced
in education, non-profit, and corporate sectors. Contact: advanceinenglish00@gmail.com

TUTORING
Personal Italian Tutoring
Former Italian teacher with experience
both in Italy and abroad is available for
private lessons at your place. General
courses, business Italian, Italian certificate preperations.
teachingitalian@yahoo.com

SERVICES
English-speaking hairdresser available
from Tuesday to Friday 9 to 9 pm Sandra Kennedy
Tel. 06.5895793
Via Augusto Jandolo, 8 - Rome

Professional Resume & Career Councilling SoftHRSkills offers professional,
personal assistance with CV development, career advice, interview coaching and job-search advice. This is a
great service for newcomers and longtime expats in Rome, consultants, interns, students and anyone in need of
assistance with creating a compelling
CV/resume’ and finding that dream
job. Visit www.softhrskills.com
Check out: www.facebook.com/ItalyForWineLovers! Weekly reviews
of wine, craft beers, restaurants with
good wine lists, interesting enoteche,
etc.

Community Group
English-speaking
Alcoholics Anonymous.
Tel.: (39) 06-4742-913
email: aaromeinfo2013@gmail.com

entertainment
“Ross and The Doormats” play
great covers from 60s on, specialising in international parties/events.
Google band’s name for info or call
340.4939931.

VISITS
Walking Tours in Rome
Both educational and
cultural. 10 years experience.
www.romewalks.co

Holiday Rental
Villa, Hvar Island, Croatia
Escape crowded beaches! Take a ferry from Ancona or a flight to Split to
beautiful Hvar. Fully restored stone
villa, in medieval village of Pitve overlooking Jelsa harbour. Sat-Sat bookings; 2 adults. Info:
www.homeaway.co.uk/p1996277;
www.facebook.com/architectshouse.
hvar;
architectshouse@hotmail.com

convinced myself that I was going to
dominate the race as I did in 2013. I always expect a lot from myself and that
lead me to make mistakes. I wasn't as
focused as I should have been."
"It was only when I thought I'd almost lost the race that I managed
to offload all the pressure that was
weighing me down. I told myself that
there was not a big difference between
winning or losing but that I wasn't going to give up."
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Football

Italy dreaming of glory as Euro 2016 kicks off
By Dominic
Thurlow-Wood
ROME – The summer of 2016 can only
signify one thing in a footballing context, with all eyes focused on France
and the hosting of the European
Championships. Unusually given the
country’s recent performances in major events, Italy entered the tournament as an outside bet to lift the trophy in Paris on July 10.
Despite Italy’s glittering history as
a global, footballing heavyweight, the
Azzurri have only ever lifted one European Championships title in 1968, in
a competition, which featured only 4
teams compared with the 24 that create the field in France. Their talismanic
goalkeeper and captain Gianluigi Buffon commented that being one of the
underdogs on this occasion has helped
his team approach the competition
with more freedom and less pressure.

23

“Sometimes, starting with the lights
off can be an advantage, but a nation
like ours always has the duty to go
as far as possible,” said the Juventus
keeper. “The target is that of having no
regrets when we return home, hoping
obviously that this happens as late as
possible during the tournament. We
are going there with a sense of caution
and humbleness but, at the same time,
we shouldn’t stop dreaming.”
It can not be disputed that the last
few years have seen a period of upheaval for the Italian national team
and this is likely to continue, with the
now head coach Antonio Conte set to
take the vacant managerial position at
Chelsea following the culmination of
Italy’s Euros campaign. Furthermore,
for Buffon and certain other senior
members of the Azzurri camp, France
2016 is likely to be their last shot at
glory in the European Championships
and while this brings added pressures,

there is also the obvious opportunity
for the younger members of the squad
to press their cases for the future.
Should the Azzurri qualify from their
group, there is no reason why they
cannot advance deep into the competition as they have done on previous
occasions, such as in 2012 when the
Italians made it all the way to the final,
narrowly missing out again a strong
Spain outfit. However, qualification
in France will be no mean feat as the
Italians have been drawn in a group
alongside Sweden with their mercurial
talisman Zlatan Ibrahimovic leading
the line and the Republic of Ireland
who were ever impressive in their
campaign to reach the finals. The final
team in the so-called group of death is
Belgium, a side that possesses a wealth
of attacking talent and has been tipped
by many punters as a potential winner
of the overall competition. However,
in the opening game of the campaign,

the Italians defeated their rivals 2-0
and laid down an important marker
for their hopes in France. “Belgium
are a great side with great players at
top European clubs like Hazard and De
Bruyne,” said Napoli striker Lorenzo
Insigne. “They are strong in attack…
But we are not bad in attack either.”
Certainly, the task of delivering a
first European Championships title
for Italy in the modern era is a big
challenge for Conte and his players,
but the next Chelsea boss is known
for his work ethic and determination.
The opening three games of the tournament are crucial for the Italians as
if they progress through the group, big
match experience will play a crucial
factor in the knockout stages. Following their impressive opening performance against the Belgians, a repeat
of 2012’s sparkling run to the final,
does not lie outside the realms of possibility.

IN BR IEF
Italy jubilant after
trouncing Belgium
By Corinna Harrison
ROME - Two goals against Belgium in their first match of the
European championships 2016
scored by Emanuele Giaccherini
and Graziano Pellè left the Italian
team, and the rest of the country
after high excitement, celebrating
hard on June 13. The match was
expected to be tough for the Italian team as the Belgians are second in the FIFA rankings.
Italy, who is soon to lose their
manager Antonio Conte to Chelsea, proved their international
worth, with their qualification for
the knockout stage all but guaranteed if they continue to play like
this.
Speculators have pointed out,
however, their obvious technical
limitations, on which they will
have to improve if they want to
beat current world champions,
Germany. Yet their character and
personality could draw them forward, and as Conte knows, certain
alchemy, along with his tactics, is
enough to go a long way.
After the match, Gigi Buffon,
the Italian goalkeeper noted, “Belgium is a strong, talented team.
In some moments we were lucky,
sure, but I believe that such a
united and cohesive team has never been seen. In future we need
to always give our maximum, just
like this evening, otherwise our
victory against Belgium will have
been useless. But I’m convinced
that people in the stadium, or at
home, watching on TV, were also
proud of such a team.”

Paltrinieri paddling
his way to Rio as European champion

The Azzurri's final training session before heading to France. Photo Credit: NAZIONALE ITALIANA

Tennis

Murray beat Djokovic to reign in Rome
By Dominic
Thurlow-Wood
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ROME – Andy Murray laid down an
impressive marker in the last tournament before the year’s second Grand
Slam, beating Novak Djokovic 6-3, 6-3
in the final of the Rome Masters.
The victory in Rome was the Scot’s
third triumph on clay and the biggest of his career to date. Flashback
one week to the Madric Masters’ final
and it was Djokovic who emerged triumphant, however Murray bounced
back at the Foro Italico to inflict a fifth
loss in nine months on the Serb and
become the first Briton to win Italy’s
premier tennis spectacle since 1931.
Looking to make a quick start, Murray piled the pressure on the world
number one from the outset, earning three break points in the opening
game. In typical fashion, Djokovic saved all three to hold serve, but
couldn’t stop Murray establishing a
3-1 lead after breaking in the fourth.
After wrapping up the opening set
6-3 in a little over 46 minutes, Murray

maintained the momentum in the second set, again employing an attacking
brand of tennis. Cool and rainy conditions seemed to affect Djokovic’s
play, with the Serb complaining to
the umpire about the lack of a stoppage. This factor only served to play
into Murray’s hands however, with
the Scot earning the set’s first break in
game five, as Djokovic cut an increas-

Andy Murray

ingly frustrated figure. Murray stayed
patient and wrapped up the match in
straight sets for his first victory over
Djokovic in 11 attempts on clay.
"There was more pressure than usual
when I play against Novak coming into
the match," Murray told BBC Sport
after the final. "He had an extremely
tough semi-final and was coming in
more tired. I was very fresh and I think
the expectation was that it was a good
opportunity for me.”
Murray, who also celebrated his 29th
birthday on May 15, will now begin
the search for his new coach after
parting ways with Amelie Mauresmo
earlier this month. The Scot has not
yet ruled out a return to a partnership
with Ivan Lendl, the coach with whom
he won Wimbledon, the US Open and
Olympic Gold in a successful two-year
spell between 2012 and 2014.
Elsewhere at the Foro Italico, American Serena Williams, recorded her first
victory in nine months, beating compatriot Madison Keys in straight sets
(7-6, 6-3).

By Corinna Harrison
ROME - Gregorio Paltrinieri dominated the 1,500 metres European
swimming championships in London to win his third continental
title and break his own European
record. Second place went to Gabriele Detti, who also picked up
gold in the 400-metre freestyle,
leaving the Italians out in front.
The swimmer from Carpi ended
the race in an incredible 14’34“04
after gaining the advantage and
increasing it further at around
800 metres, with his training
partner coming in behind at
14’48“75, just ahead of Ukranian Mykhailo Romanchuk at
14’50”43. The world record is currently held by Chinese Sun Yang
who finished the race at the 2012
Olympic Games in just 14’31”02.
At the age of just 21, and with a
crazy training schedule, the focus
is now on Rio, where Paltrinieri
hopes to beat his time again, “It
was an incredible race,” he said
in an interview with Raisport, “I
wanted to dominate, as happened,
but I didn’t think I’d be able to get
such a good time. It really gives
me hope for the Olympics, where
I hope to emerge on top.”
Having now won the European
championships three years in a
row, Paltrinieri is in the league
of Swede Arne Borg and Russian
Vladimir Salnikov, who are the
only two to have done the same.
Along with female Italian swimmer Federica Pellegrini he will
definitely be one to watch at the
upcoming games.

